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Thomas Moran, The West's Grandest·
Painter: A Review Essay of Anne
Morand's Thomas Moran: The Field
Sketches, 1856-1923 ( 1996)
WILLIAM H. GOETZMANN

The study of the English-born artist Thomas Moran and his multifarious works threatens to challenge the current Frederic Remington/Charley Russell "industries" in Western art. This is only appropriate since
Moran probably produced more art than either Remington or Russell.
The Gilcrease Institute in Tulsa, Oklahoma alone owns more than 2,000
Moran works. Historian Thurman Wilkins indicates that this amounts to
less than half of Moran's relentless production.' Thus, the rising tide of
Moran studies is indeed long overdue. For a long time, James Benjamin
Wilson's unpublished dissertation, "The Significance of Thomas Moran
as an American Landscape Painter" (Ph.D. dissertation, Ohio State University, 1955), stood as the primary work on Moran. Then in 1966 Wilkins
published his substantial biography, Thomas Moran: Artist ofthe Mountains, at about the same time that Moran's work was discussed intensively in this reviewer's Exploration and Empire. 2 A decade passed
before Thomas S. Fern's extensive catalogue, The Drawings and Watercolors of Thomas Moran (1837-1926), appeared with an exhibition of
the artist's works at the University of Notre Dame in 1976. 3 This was
followed after a decent' interval by Carol Clark's Thomas Moran: Watercolors of the American West. 4 Based on her dissertation, Clark's work
provided both a scholarly study and a catalogue raisonne of Moran's
watercolors. Like Fern's work, Clark's book reminded the art world that
Moran was more than just a painter of western canyons,the Yellowstone,

William H. Goetzmann is Jack S. Blanton, Sr., Chair in History and American
Studies at the University of Texas at Austin.
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and snowy crosses on western mountains. In 1986, the present reviewer
and his son, William N. Goetzmann, included Moran prominently as a
creator of "the West of the imagination" in a book of the same name that
accompanied a six-part television series shown world-wide. 5 At the same
time, Anne Morand and Nancy Friese of the Gilcrease Institute published a catalogue with the somewhat pretentious title, The Prints of
Thomas Moran in the Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History
and Art, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 6 Another contribution to Moran scholarship
came in 1992, when the Smithsonian Institution Press published Joni
Kinsey's Thomas Moran and the Surveying ofthe American West, based
on her dissertation. 7 Now, Anne Morand again pursues Moran in Thomas Moran: The Field Sketches, 1856-1926, with an introduction by
former Gilcrease Director Joan Carpenter Troccoli. One might add that
the National Gallery ofArt plans a major exhibition of Moran's work and
a catalogue in September 1997.
The present work by Morand, beautifully produced with eightytwo color plates and an illustrated checklist offield sketches by Moran,
grew out of an in-house project that ultimately includes far more than
the Gilcrease collection, though it also runs over some of the same ground
as the now scarce works by Fern and Clark. The most interesting aspect
of Morand's new book is the reminder that Moran was more than just a
painter of the American West. He also sketched and painted English
scenes, Rome, Venice, and Mexico, as well as New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maine, and especially Long Island. Morand patiently follows him on all
these artistic journeys.
The most intellectually exciting part of the book, however, is Joan
Troccoli's "Introduction." She points out that Moran, being self-taught,
had a tendency to easily adopt styles from a whole range of artists,
whereas most students of Moran have written him off as a follower of
Joseph Mallord William Turner (177 5-1851), and perhaps that opaque
Romantic nature writer John Ruskin (1819-1900). Troccoli has Moran in
what she shrewdly terms "an eclectic age" influenced by Dutch landscapists, John Constable (1776-1837), Jean-Baptiste-Cami lle Corot
(1796-1875), Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863), Edward Lear (1812-1888),
Claude Lorrain (1600-1682), and George Inness (1825-1894) as well as
Turner's art and Ruskin's pre-Raphaelite prose. s Undoubtedly there were
other artists, such as Thomas Cole (1801-1848), Frederick E. Church
(1826-1900), James Hamilton (1819-1878), N.C. Wyeth (1882-1944), William H. Holmes (1846-1933), and John Martin (1789-1854), as well as the
Venetian masters such as Canaletto (1697-1768), who influenced Moran.
The camera, as wielded by William H. Jackson (1843-1942), John K. Hillers (1843-1925), and Timothy H. O'Sullivan (1840-1882) was another
self-admitted influence-attesting to Moran's good sense in not hesitating to use photographs. 9 Moran was also forthright in citing Emile
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Zola's definition of art as "nature seen through a temperament."IO In
1879, Moran declared "I place no value upon literal transcripts from
Nature .... all my tendencies are toward idealization."ll Though he
went along on western exploring expeditions led by F. V. Hayden to
Yellowstone and John Wesley Powell through the Grand Canyon and
the Southwest, Moran was no documentary artist. It was Holmes who
made his documentary art images of grandeur that may well surpass
those of Moran for anyone au courant with the close relationship of
western landscapists and the emergence of modern science. It was
Holmes, for example, who pointed out and painted the great laccolith or
doming that formed the Unita Mountains and that later explained the
whole structure of the formation of the Colorado Plateau and the Grand
Canyon, while Moran's paintings of the Grand Canyon were merely elegant renditions useful to promoters of the Santa Fe Railroad. 12
. This should not, however, devalue Moran's great paintings of both
the Grand Canyon and the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, as well as
the splendid watercolor renditions of Yellowstone's geyser pools and
the monumental portrayafs of the bluffs along the Green River made
accessible to thousands in Louis Prang's masterful chromolithographs. 13
Indeed, Moran's view of Yellowstone's Grand Canyon, whether he knew
it or not, revealed the whole Yellowstone landscape with the doming,
uplifting, volcanic chimneys, and the implied titanic explosion that blew
the surface off the top of that particular part of the region. Morand,
perhaps more than Troccoli, points up Moran's Ruskinian sensitivity to
geology, but clearly he was no documentarian even in his sketches. The
whole corpus of his work exudes the idea of wonderlands, fairy tales,
castles (a link to N.C. Wyeth), a~d, above all, the West of the imagination-Mount of the Holy Cross and all. Troccoli interestingly attests to
this when she contrasts Moran's haunted, dark, and even ghostly paintings of decayed Rome with his luminous, colorist, "ecstasy of the
explorer's first glimpse of an unexpected new world."'4
Was Moran a Western painter? Of course. He created a western
wonderland all by himself (with the help of a few photographers). He
was also much more. He was one ofthe grandest romantic painters in an
age of Romanticism whose work endures today-transcending all the
ages of Modernism that have more recently passed before us. One has
only to look forward to the National Gallery's forthcoming blockbuster
Moran exhibit that sadly enough will not be seen in the environs of
either Yellowstone or the Grand Canyon.
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The Importation of Arms and the 1912
Mormon "Exodus" from Mexico
B. CARMON HARDY and MELODY SEYMOUR

In the hot, dry days of late July and early August 1912, thousands of
North Americans raced north across the border into the United States at
El Paso, Texas and Hachita, New Mexico. Due to revolutionary violence in Mexico, refugees had filtered north for months. This latest,
unexpected wave was by far the largest. It consisted mostly of polygamous families from Mormon colonies in Chihuahua and Sonora.
Crowded into makeshift facilities at the EI. Paso lumber yard and a
quickly constructed tent city at Hachita, their presence soon became
the object of curious journalists. Many outside the area became aware
for the first time that Mormons, or Latter~day Saints, lived south of the
United States-Mexican border and had resided there for a generation.'
The earliest arrivals consisted chiefly of women and children
shepherded by male guardians. Subsequent crossings into both Texas
and New Mexico involved larger numbers of men, always well armed. 2
The episode was the reverse play of the Mormons' entry into' Mexico a
quarter century earlier. In the mid-1880s, Mormon polygamists fled
from United States marshals who, enforcing statutes prohibiting bigamous marriage, jailed "cohabs" by the hundreds. 3 Church leaders erroneously believed plural marriage was legal in Mexico and recommended
that men having more than one wife go the're as a way to continue the
practice. 4 Acting on such advic'e, and driven by fear of imprisonment,
hundreds of Latter-day Saints abandoned their properties or sacrificed
them at great loss.
.
B. Carmon Hardy is professor of history at California State University, Fullerton.
He has published in the fields of Mormon history, Latin American history, and American Constitutional history. Melody Seymour received her M.A. degree at California
State University, Fullerton in 1994. Her research interests include Mormon history and
U.S. social history.
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Because of their haste and the large number of weapons they carried, the Mormons gave the appearance of hostile invaders. Mexican
officials reacted in the spring of 1885 by demanding that they withdraw to the United States. s The settlers responded by sending representatives to Mexico City where they met with government ministers, asking
that the demand for their removal be reconsidered. After a series of
conferences, President of the Republic Porfirio Diaz rescinded the expulsion order and encouraged the Mormons to remain. 6 The Mormons
eventually established nine major colonies, most within a day's journey of the border. By the time of the Mexican Revolution, those living
in these communities amounted to between four and five thousand residents. 7 Scholars have known for decades that they were the largest group
of alien farmers to settle in the Mexican republic during the porfiriato.
Mormonism's southward reach constituted what was, perhaps, the most
conspicuous North American salient in all Mexico: their well-cultivated
fields and tidy villages contrasted sharply with the surrounding communities. 8
Despite Mormon prosperity and socially exclusive behavior, revolutionary hostility toward them was never as great as might have been
expected. This is not to say that resentments arising from their wealth
and nationality went unexpressed. When contending armies were in their
areas, Mormons sometimes experienced abuse. 9 But the injuries and indignities inflicted upon them were distinctly less than those suffered
by others-such as the ChineseY The relative safety enjoyed by the
Mormons was remarkable even to themselves. Only when armaments
became an issue did abandonment of their settlements become necessary.
Evidence of the colonists' general immunity during the Madero
phase of the Revolution is found in Mormon commentary itself The
settlers interpreted this immunity as proof of the truth of their religion
and an instance of providential favor. Writing in mid-1911, one settler
confided in his diary that, while the Revolution would likely continue
for years, "we as a people will be preserved by the hand of the Lord as
we have in the past for our preservation has already been miraculous."ll
A Mormon authority speaking in Mexico City in late 1911 told how
"prospects were never brighter for the spread of the gospel in this land,
and we look forward to a bright and prosperous future for the Mexican
Mission."12
Circumstances changed, however, during the early months of 1912.
Although Diaz was driven from office, violence flared under Emiliano
Zapata in the south and Pasqual Orozco, Ir. in the north, who charged
the new government of Francisco 1. Madero with betrayal of promises
made to the people. Orozco, a celebrated guerrillero from western Chihuahua, joined dissenters calling for Madero's overthrow. 13 In the words
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of Chihuahua's Maderista governor, Abraham Gonzalez, his state became the ''foco principal" of this new rebellion. 14 The colorados, or
Red Flaggers, who followed Orozco swept into their ranks many who,
indifferent to the ideals of the Revolution, looked upon disorder as an
opportunity to enrich themselves. Banditry and easy slogans to justify
it quickly led to attacks on anyone and anything that held the possibil- .
ity of loot. As one Mormon colonist later recalled: "The Revolution
started as a great adventure for everybody. Then [with the rise of the
Orozquistas] they got nasty with each other and [started] fighting in
little groups. "15
By late February 1912, the crisis reached such proportions that Governor Gonzalez warned civilians in the countryside to arm themselves
against the "terrible cancer of anarchy" sweeping his state. 16 Gonzalez
himself was soon forced into hiding, when a rump legislature assumed
power in Chihuahua City in early March. Accusing the Madero regime
of failing to implement needed reforms, the new rebel governor Felipe
R. Gutierrez told how, reposing their trust in "30:-30s," they would take
their rightful due. 17 Matters rapidly deteriorated into what one contemporary described as "genuine anarchy."18 Responding to the upheaval,
the United States government warned its ·citizens to leave Mexico if
they were endangered. Ambassador Henry Lane Wilson, who described
growing anti-American feelings, added to the alarm. '9
With growing anti-Madero sentiment and an emboldened Mexican
population, Mormon colonists became concerned. Despite orders from
rebel leaders telling their soldiers to respect the Mormons, belligerents
sometimes took what they wanted with little regard for compensation. 20
They seized horses, stole supplies, and forcefully entered homes and
stores. 21 During the late spring and early summer of 19 I 2; at least two
Mormons, James D. Harvey and William Adams, were killed, one by a
resentful Mexican farmer, the other by a rebel soldierY After the murders, a few colonists returned to the United States. 23 Most, however,
found circumstances tolerable and, still believing their presence in
Mexico to be divinely approved, remained. The Mormons had believed
since the time of their first entry into Mexico that they were a special,
polygamous remnant and that God would be their shield. Despite increasing violence associated with the Orozquista uprising, the theme of
providential protection continued to be heard at church meetings. They
need not fear the Revolution, they were told, for they had a "mission"
to fill and the Lord would fight their battles for them. 24
Church leaders, in keeping with the recommendation of both Mexican and United States government authorities, advised Mormon settlers
to remain strictly neutral, obey whomever was in charge within their
districts, pay their taxes, and relinquish whatever material goods were
asked ofthem. 25 For the most part, the colonists did what they could to
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follow this advice. Some of the few who had become Mexican citizens, men like Anson Bowen Call and Joseph C. Bentley, who feared
that all colonists would be endangered if conscripted into the ranks of
opposing armies, spent time hiding in Arizona. 26 Children in the colonies were told not to carry mock weapons in their play for fear they
would be interpreted as favoring one faction or anotherY
Unavoidably, however, some colonists were overcome with aggravation. One wrote to his church leader that if he were asked one more
time for a gun by Mexicans, he "would give them the smokey [sic] end
of it."28 Some warned Mexican soldiers that if they did not leave them
alone, the United States government would avenge them. Yet others,
confused by the situation, said they favored everybody: "vive Madero y
Orozco tambien."29 As a result, rebels grew cynical, doubting that Mormons could be trusted. As often happens in such circumstances, by taking the part of no one, the colonists alienated all sides. As the
revolutionary Jose Ines Salazar later put it: "The Mormon colonists are
not wanted in Mexico. They have not been neutral, but two-faced."30
It was the matter of guns, however, that led to the most trouble. The
colonists had always been well-armed. As already mentioned, their conspicuous possession of firearms alarmed local officials when they first
entered Mexico in 1885. Due to self-reliance and the extensive practice
of hunting wild game, the quantity of weaponry acquired by the colonists over the years was surprisingly large. Amy Pratt Romney remembered that, by the time of the Revolution, her father owned so many
guns that their home resembled an arsenal. 3l Returning to his house one
evening in the summer of 1912, Alexander Jameson, Jr., found his home
surrounded by Mexicans who, dressed in his own shirts and trousers,
confronted him with two of his own guns. Knowing one rifle to be in
disrepair and the other unloaded, but that a pistol was hidden and ready
for use in the living room, he simply elbowed the thieves aside and
waited for them to leave. 32 Had Jameson wanted to replace the guns
that were stolen, he could have purchased them from the Mormon-owned
Union Mercantile in Colonia Dubl{m where firearms were sold. The store
manager, Henry Bowman, assured colonists that whenever such items
were taken by revolutionaries they could easily be replaced by others
from his store. 33 Colonists owned many weapons, and their Mexican
neighbors knew it.
The impoverished condition of rebel armies and their frequent presence near Mormon towns and farms made confiscation inevitable. Soldiers always demanded food, but they needed horses and weaponry
more than anything else. Mormon colonists long remembered the extraordinary indigence of soldiers marching through their properties looking for horses and guns. 34 The special dangers associated with firearms
arose from the potential for injury in the event of a scuffle but, once
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taken, they could be turned on the colonists themselves. Beyond this,
word of Mormon arms in the hands of any belligerent would erode their
image as neutrals. This is undoubtedly why Madero, when visiting the
colonists in 1911, urged them to remain neutral and whenever possible
to avoid the use of guns. Mormon leaders sometimes told settlers the
same thing, adding that they should represent themselves as poorly
armed. 35 The ample store of Mormon weaponry, however, was public
knowledge. And Red Flaggers were desperate.
The situation was further complicated by differences between
Mexico and the United States over the sale and passage of guns across
the border. While munitions passed over the international line into
Mexico throughout the Revolution, the legality of such activities was
obscure. When the uprising against Diaz commenced, United States
neutrality laws were interpreted to prohibit only the outfitting on North
American soil of organizations hostile to foreign powers. Individual
purchases taken into Mexico were considered entirely lawful. 36 There
were also differences between officials along the border over jurisdic-.
tion and interpretation that led to inconsistencies of enforcement. 37
Finally, the United States was caught between the tottering Diaz regime and growing support in the border region among both Mexicans
and North Americans for the Maderistas. 38 As a consequence, the border became little more than a sieve, allowing a steady flow of armaments into Mexico, directly aiding those partisan to Madero. 39
Responding to the situation in March 1911, United States President William Howard Taft mobilized more than 20,000 soldiers along the boundary. The new policy was intended to intimidate rebels against destruction
of American properties in Mexico while providing symbolic support
for the failing dictatorship of Diaz. 40
After Diaz' s overthrow by Madero, arms continued to move across
the border, but instead into the hands of anti~Madero Orozquistas, alarming Mexico's new leaders. Pointing to. the freedom with which armaments arrived from the north, Mexican officials took up the cry of the
Diaz regime, blaming non-enforcement by the United States of its neutrality laws for growing violence in Mexico's northern provinces. 41 Mexican consternation was increased by alarmist comments from Ambassador
Wilson who exaggerated threats to North Americans living in Mexico. 42
Once again, President Taft acted to assuage Mexico's leaders by
obtaining a joint resolution of Congress imposing an embargo <}fi all
firearms destined for Mexico. The proclamation, dated 14 March 1912,
preempted relevant provisions of the neutrality laws by banning all arms
from export to any destination in the hemisphere where violence, pro~
moted by such arms, existed. Only the president was authorized to make
exceptions to the ban. 43 United States border officials, especially Colo-
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ne1 Edgar Z. Steever, commander of the Fourth Cavalry at Fort Bliss
near El Paso, interpreted their responsibilities so strictly that they refused passage into Mexico of anything useful to soldiers, including food,
clothing, and blankets. 44
Rather than diminishing the violence, the embargo augmented it.
Not only did the embargo stimulate greater efforts at smuggling, but
rebel demands made on foreigners living in Mexico increased. 45 As requisitions and violence grew, the "exception" clause in Taft's proclamation came under strain. The numbers of requests grew asking for
permission to import guns and ammunition into Mexico. 46 Ambassador
Wilson, who before had requested arms for United States citizens in
the Mexican capital, now renewed the petition. He asked that firearms
be given him for Americans and foreigners alike in Mexico City. The
request was approved and guns were sent. 47 Soon United States consular officers in other parts of Mexico asked that weaponry be sent to
protect North American citizens in their districts as well, including some
on the Pacific coast. 48 Unaccountably, however, no consular requests
were made on behalf of the Mormons.
In this circumstance, the colonists' leaders began thinking in more
practical terms. They did not abandon their hope for providential protection. But sensing, perhaps, that they should be as defensively prepared as others, they undertook steps to provision themselves for violent
encounter. This was a departure from decisions made in 1910. At that
time, an inventory was conducted to determine the extent and quality
of guns owned by church members in Mexico. Although the arms POS"
sessed by colonists were found to be of insufficient calibre for effective defense, it was concluded that no alteration in preparedness should
occur. 49 In the spring of 1912, when anti-Madero activity emerged,
Mormon leaders reversed themselves and decided that a lethal response
to Orozqista attackers was appropriate. Church authorities in Salt Lake
City agreed and offered to assist with the purchase of whatever weapons the colonists wanted. 50 This decision, to provision and posture themselves more defiantly than before, constituted an important and
dangerous shift in Mormon defensive strategy.
At least some of the Mormons' difficulty arose from the lack of
consistent advice by their religious leaders. Sometimes superiors told
colonists "not to furnish [the revolutionaries with] guns or ammunition
under any circumstances."51 On other occasions, however, they told colonists to comply with rebel demands for what was asked, including guns.
But the leaders said they should surrender only poorer weapons, keeping those that were best for themselves. 52 The confusing implications
of such comments were heightened by admonitions that while they
should defend their homes they were not to shed bloodY One female
colonist remembered that Anthony W. Ivins, the apostle in Salt Lake
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City assigned to oversee Mormon affairs in Mexico, "advised us to arm
ourselves and if it came to a case of shooting-to shoot first. My husband and I each slept with a gun under our pillow."54 While Ivins agreed
that assistance from church headquarters in Salt Lake City was necessary and that upgraded weapons should be purchased, he also wrote in
his journal in early April 1912that he feared the consequences if the
colonies received improved arms. 55 The equivocal, sometimes removed
nature of their stewardship led Junius Romney, resident leader of the
Mexico Mormons, to later complain that church authorities in Utah left
the colonists too much to themselves and failed to provide adequate
guidance. 56
Once the decision was made to upgrade their weaponry, however,
local leaders moved quickly to implement it. Orson Pratt Brown, a colonist residing in Sonora, was chosen to obtain high-grade Mauser rifles
from suppliers in the United States. Brown was the son of James Brown,
Jr., who with 3,000 Spanish doubloons, had purchased from Miles
Goodyear the site for the city of Odgen, Utah. 57 Given the name .of one
of Mormonism's greatest apologists, Orson was both a fierce defender
of the faith and a pioneer whose adventures carried him from Utah to
Arizona and in 1887 into Mexico. By the time of the Mexican Revolution, he had married four wives and fathered twenty-two children. 58 In
addition to filling important, leadership positions among the colonists,
and unlike the majority of his church brethren, Brown took a lively
interest in Mexican affairs. He named one son Porfirio Diaz and another Francisco Madero. 59 As the Revolution gained momentum, Brown
, sided with those seeking to overthrow the Diaz government, assisting
Maderistaforces as a scout and courier. Aligned with the revolutionaries, he became personally acquainted with Madero and Chihuahua's
Maderista governor, Gonzalez. After commencement of the Orozco revolt, Madero officials arranged with Brown to purchase guns, ammunition, and saddles in the United States for federal soldiers sent north to
counter rebel activities. 60 While some colonists resented Brown's involvement in Mexican revolutionary events, fearing it compromised
their image as neutrals, it was probably because of such experience that
he was chosen to purchase improved arms for the Mormons. 61
In early March 1912, under direction of church leaders, Brown asked
Reed Smoot, one of Utah's United States senators and an apostle of the
Mormon Church, to obtain official authorization for him to ship 250 new
rifles and 10,000 rounds of ammunition into Mexico for the colonists'
use. Due to the fear that rebels would seize such shipments, the necessary permits were not issued, and Brown was unable to complete the
assignment. 62 With funds provided by the church yet in hand it was
decided a month later that another attempt would be made to obtain
Mauser rifles-but this time by smuggling. 63 Inasmuch as President
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Taft's arms embargo had been put in place since Brown's earlier attempt, gun running was now both more difficult and more dangerous.
Nevertheless, Romney approved of taking the risk and authorized Brown
to select reliable assistants who could work with him in complete confidence. 64
After spending part of the money at his disposal on fifty guns and
ammunition in El Paso, Brown arranged to move everything across the
border on 2 April 1912. He sent the shipment by rail to Hermanas, a
small station west of Columbus, New Mexico, where a Mormon confederate, Ernest G. Taylor, was to receive them using the pseudonym
"T.G. Ernest." Numbers of Mexican and United States agents worked
in the area doing all they could to intercept arms on their way to
Orozquista rebels. Always alert to smuggling attempts, the agents
learned of the Brown shipment and took possession of it at Hermanas.
When Taylor saw that agents had discovered the shipment's contents,
he left the cased rifles and slipped away from the scene. Soldiers returned the shipment to El Paso, and Taylor hastened to warn Brown
that authorities were on his trail. Next morning, the El Paso Times published a front-page account of the seizure, speculating that the guns
were intended for the Mormon colonies in MexicoY As the individual
who signed for and sent the shipment, an indictment was quickly issued for Brown's arrest. 66
Brown, who stayed in a hotel room in EI Paso, immediately wired
Smoot in Washington, D.C. Smoot had been involved in refusing
Brown's earlier request for permission to ship weapons into Mexico.
On receiving Brown's telegram on 3 April 1912, the Senator returned
word that no such smuggling attempt should have been made without
the government's permission, and that there was little he could do to
keep Brown from being arrested and punished. 67 This rebuke notwithstanding, Smoot immediately went to the White House and spoke with
President Taft. After describing dangers facing the Mormon colonies,
Smoot persuaded Taft to make an exception to the arms embargo, ordering release of the guns in EI Paso and granting permission to ship
them across the international line. Smoot was told to see Secretary of
War Henry L. Stimson who would implement the President's decision. 68
Stimson and other military authorities feared that if the guns were
allowed to pass over the border, rebel soldiers would find a way to seize
them. 69 Stimson also told Smoot that arms trafficking required coordination with Mexican authorities, and that he therefore needed to work
with the Department of State. 70 Ordinarily Smoot would have looked
on this as an advantage inasmuch as the State Department's solicitor
was 1. Reuben Clark, a young Mormon lawyer from Utah. Clark, also
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hesitant, feared opposition to the idea from the Mexicans and complications of relations between the two governments. 71 Persuaded of the
problems, Smoot communicated his hesitancy in a telegram to Joseph
F. Smith, president of the Mormon Church. 72
Ten days later, however, the church president telegraphed Smoot
that the colonists were so threatened that something needed to be done. 73
Thereupon Smoot recommenced his efforts, making whirlwind visits to
the Departments of War, State, and Treasury. The next day, 15 April
1912, the senator recorded in his diary that the State Department undertook coordination of diplomatic permission and that word was sent to
Colonel Steever in EI Paso directing that the seized rifles be released.
Smoot telegraphed the news to both Mormon President Smith in Salt
Lake City and Brown in EI Paso. 74 These efforts constitute strong evidence that both the United States government and the Mormon hierarchy, whatever private misgivings existed, were willing to take formal
steps to arm church members in Mexico.
The War Department sent a permit to Brown authorizing release of
the guns and permission to move them across the border. With papers
in hand, a jubilant Brown had the indictment for his arrest quashed and
repossessed the impounded arms. His journal entries indicate that, free
of legal difficulties, he purchased additional rifles. The total number
purchased by Brown is uncertain but probably amounted to 250 new
Mausers.?5 Even though President Madero opposed such a plan because·
in many instances the rebels had secured the guns for themselves, American officials convinced Madero to let the shipment pass. 76
Official permission from Mexican officials notwithstanding, Brown
found it necessary to transport the firearms to the Chihuahua colonies
as inconspicuously as possible. With the help of discreet assistants
and traveling under cover of night, the guns were taken in false-bottomed wagons to the colonies of Dublan and Juarez. There they were
placed in the hands of Junius Romney who dispersed them to lesser
leaders with directions that trey were to be hidden. 77 Later in the summer, more rifles were smuggled by other colonists in wagons of hay
from Douglas, Arizona into the Mormon colony of Morelos in Sonora.
The daughter of one of those participating remembered that her father
had lied to Mexican border guards about his cargo, and that he and
other Mormons involved had acted as "contrabanderellos."78
Despite efforts at secrecy, word of the gun purchases found their
way into United States and Mexican newspapers. 79 Beyond this, in the
months following the April importation of their weapons, Mormon
spokesmen publicly used defiant language to describe the defensive
capacity of the colonists, referred to their determination to fight, and
explictly pointed to their ample supply of armaments. 80 It is not surprising, therefore, that Orozquistas responded as they did. Retreating
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before advancing federal forces in early July, rebels under the command of Jose Ines Salazar settled in at Casas Grandes, near the Mormon colony of Dub Ian. Salazar immediately demanded that the Mormons
reveal to him all they possessed in the way of guns. When Mormon
leaders stalled, hoping federal forces would arrive and save them,
Salazar insisted the colonists surrender their firearms at once. 8l A large,
imposing man who had himself engaged in gun running along the border, Salazar knew the circumstances of the Mormons. 82 Failing to persuade him that they were poorly armed and needed their weapons for
self-protection, Junius Romney reported to church members on 25 July
that no choice was left, that they were surrounded by 2,000 Red Flaggers
with canon and "must either surrender their arms or ... fight."83
While still hoping for the arrival of federals or some other deliverance, Romney sent word to all the colonies to give their guns to the
Orozquistas. At the same time, he secretly communicated that the colonists' better weapons, including those recently smuggled from the United
States, were to be retained and kept hidden. 84 Still, with fewer guns
than before and their villages swarming with colorados, Romney decided that all women and children should be evacuated to the border
immediately, accompanied by enough men to assure their safety. This
decision, approved by Salazar, led to the first refugees arriving in border towns like EI Paso, Texas in late July and early August, 1912,85
Then, as Romney later recalled to an investigating committee of the
United States Congress, rebel soldiers further pressured the men remaining behind. 86 Salazar knew the Mormons were withholding newer,
high calibre rifles. United States Consul Thomas D. Edwards spoke directly to Salazar at this time, and Salazar claimed that he had no intention of either harming the Mormon colonists or provoking the United
States. Salazar stated he only wanted to provision his soldiers with badly
needed guns. 87
At this point, with women and children safely removed, Romney
was faced with either putting the new weapons to use or surrendering
them. For their part, Utah authorities seemed unable to advise him what
to do. Days before the colonists fled, Mormon president Smith in Salt
Lake City told Ivins, who was in EI Paso, and Romney, who was in the
colonies, simply to do as they felt best. Smith then left for a vacation in
Califorllia. 88 In his absence, the church's Council of Twelve Apostles
voted on 25 July to appropriate an additional $5,000 for the colonists'
defense. 89 Clearly, most church leaders in Utah remained committed to
an armed and forceful posture in the Mexican settlements.
Romney, however, decided that rather than risk lives by making a
fight of it, all male colonists should follow the women, evacuate their
villages, and escape to safety north of the border. 90 Reminiscent of the
hurried nature of their entry into Mexico a quarter-century earlier, the

B. CARMON HARDY and MELODY SEYMOUR

307

Mormon departure occurred so. quickly that most left with only the
clothes they wore and the high-powered rifles smuggled for their protection. Household goods and livestock were left behind. 91 While Romney gave instructions that men were to carry the new Mausers with them,
in one instance the departure was so sudden that some of the guns were
buried in a large bin of wheat. 92 Eventually, special expeditions of colonists retrieved all rifles left behind and, as property of the church, transported them to Salt Lake City. 93
With no one in the settlements, bandits ransacked them at will.
Crowded into tents and shacks on the north side of the Texas-New
Mexico border, Mormon refugees became discouraged as word of destruction in the colonies reached them. A meeting in El Paso, called to
assess the situation, led to outbursts of anger. The colonists criticized
those decisions that authorized the smuggling of firearms and precipitated abandonment of their homes. 94 Ivins asked Romney why he considered the colonists to have been defenseless when they arrived at the
boundary bearing "hundreds of guns and thousands of cartridges."95 The
question seemed to intimate that the colonists should have stayed and
fought. Yet, shortly after making this remark, Ivins wrote the president
of the church that it would have cost thousands of lives·to have resisted, and that departure of the colonists had been the only "proper
course to pursue."96
Brown, an active participant in the El Paso discussions, not only
approved of the colonists' leaving but wrote to the El Paso Times that
retribution was in order. His long-time attachment to Mexican society
now gave way to other feelings. The colonists' misfortunes, he said,
were owing to the "savagery and brutal indecency" of their "cursed,
inbred [Mexican] neighbors."97 Brown urged that, while it was yet unsafe for families, a body of men should be gathered to recross the border and take back their farms from "those black devils who had driven
us from our homes. "98 Mormon leaders in Utah expressed no opinion in
the matter, telling colonists they could return to Mexico, remain where
they were, or settle elsewhere. Federal authorities in the United States
concurred, but warned that anyone who recrossed the boundary must
take care with regard to guns, especially avoiding the company of those
who were no more than filibusterers. 99 Aided by an appropriation of
$100,000 from the United States government, most colonists, uncertain
of what awaited them in Mexico, dispersed to new locations in the western United States~ 100
Resettled colonists soon discovered, however, that fellow church
members north of the border were not as welcoming as anticipated. This
arose from the fact that the Mexican Mormons were rejoining a religious denomination that no longer approved the practice of plural marriage. When in Mexico, the colonists considered themselves a stalwart,
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Mormon elite. Now, returned to the body of the church, they were an
embarrassing, polygamous minority from an earlier period of Mormon
life. Church leaders relegated hundreds to an inferior status within their
new congregations. lol In this sense, the refugees were twice dispossessed.
If Mormon attempts to remain neutral-feigning pacifism while preparing to fight, surrendering guns while smuggling, and holding others
in reserve-failed to secure their homes in Mexico, they were no less
compromised by the official policies of the United States. The capricious enforcement of neutrality laws in the period preceding the Mormon departure continued after it. Favoring first one than another faction
in Mexico, pretending neutrality, federal officials in Washington followed an uneven course. Writing to Ivins late in 1912, Smoot said he
favored a complete and free flow of arms into Mexico so revolutionary
regimes like that of Madero could more easily be overthrown. 102 While
Smoot's suggestions were never implemented, armaments continued to
move across the border. By 1919, it was alleged that $20,000,000 of
guns and ammunition were smuggled into Mexico yearly. Every ruse
conceivable, from legal loopholes to hiding ammunition in watermelons, was exploited to supply warring parties. ,03 While it has been argued that only by alternately tightening and relaxing control over the
arms traffic could the United States influence events in Mexico, there
is no doubt that American munitions fueled violence in that country for
years to come. 104
The few Mormons who returned to Mexico found most of the colonies had been pillaged. By abandoning their communities, soldiers and
local inhabitants straggled through, doing as they pleased: destroying
structures; smashing sewing machines and musical instruments; shooting domestic animals, and indiscriminately burning crops. lOS In September 1912, when a few men crossed the border to survey the situation
in Colonia Morelos, they found that rebel soldiers had either looted 'or
destroyed every home in the town. 106 Even after decades of waiting for
the Special Mexican Claims Commission to act, few received compensation for their losses.l0 7 Only two Mormon colonies survive today:
Colonias Juarez and Dublan. Abandoned, overrun by weeds and sand,
the rest became, in the words of one former occupant, "never to be
inhabited save by an occasional ranchero or some wandering nomad. "108
What led to the Mormon exodus was less Mexican yanquiphobia,
less revolutionary assaults on their properties and persons, than policies of their own making. The losses they sustained occurred overwhelmingly after, rather than before, their departure. The decision to smuggle
guns into their colonies, not the generalized terrors of revolution, was
what precipitated their "exodus."109 This conforms to a growing sense
by historians that hostility toward and suffered by North Americans
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during the early years of the Revolution has been overstated. llo Evidence supports the case for a moderated view of Mexican behavior for
it was Mormons who smuggled weapons into Mexico, withheld arms,
and ultimately abandoned their communities.
Wavering between dependence on providence and measures of self
defense, the importation of improved firearms only inflamed the
Orozq~ista soldiers. Attempts by Senator Reed Smoot and President
William Taft to clear the way for the trans-border shipment of such
weapons invited, as others warned it would, the rapacity of Jose Ines
Salazar and his men. Caught between contending armies, Mormon leaders made decisions that invited commanders to take advantage of military assets possessed by the settlers. The consequence, as one former
colonist put it, was that, having gone to Mexico "as refugees," they
"came back as refugees" again. 111 Possessing little more than the guns
they smuggled, displaying the same bereft, driven appearance of their
crossing into Mexico in the 1880s, thousands of Mormons returned to
the nation they had fled a generation before.
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Secret War: The Navajo Code Talkers
in Warld War II
ADAM ADKINS

Intelligence is an offensive weapon, one which searches out the
vulnerable points in a nations [sic] armor, which attacks strong
points again and again, until they, too, are made weak. The only
defense against intelligence is security, and no form of security
is more effective or important than communications security.l
Every military commander knows that intelligence is the key to advantage on the battlefield. Knowing what the enemy is doing and will do,
and keeping him from knowing the same about one's own forces is what
wins battles and keeps soldiers alive to fight once again. With superior
intelligence, the well-informed commander can deploy his troops in a
manner that multiplies their battlefield effectiveness. Near-miraculous
victories such as the Battle of Midway in June 1942 are testaments to
the power of intelligence.
The invention of radio and telephone in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries presented new challenges to the military in the
areas of gathering and protecting intelligence. On the positive side, the
new technology transmitted orders to units with a speed and accuracy
unheard of in previous eras when courier, line of sight, or sound methods such as semaphores or bugle calls were used. On the negative side,
since radio signals are a public medium, any receiver that has the capa-
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bility to monitor the frequency in use can intercept any message sent on
that frequency .. Similarly, telephone cable can be tapped. Despite these
drawbacks, proper ~ommunications security is essential to conducting
and winning a battle.
When the United States entered World War II against the Axis powers in December 1941, American commanders were well aware of the necessity for radio and telephone communications security. During the
interwar years, there had been a tremendous advancement in the science of signals decryption. Since their operators had deciphered many
of Japan's diplomatic and military codes, American military commanders
were convinced of the absolute requirement for secure encryption codes.
One obvious and simplistic solution to communications security is
to use a foreign or altered language for sensitive messages. While not a
foolproof strategy, this method has been used many times. For example,
in South Africa during the Boer War, the British occasionally made use
of Latin in their communications to confound the Boers' attempts at
message interception. The drawbacks to this approach are obvious: an
Army would need enough fluent personnel to use the language; however, a well-known language would likely be as recognizable to the enemy. Such drawbacks are less pronounced for some dialects.
In the native languages of North American Indians, the United States
and Canada had an advantage over other belligerents. By virtue of geographical specificity, non-written nature, and the relative dearth ofAmerind speakers compared to English speakers, the languages of the
American Indians were well suited to secret communications. The American military first attempted to use Native American languages for communications in World War I. Not until the Second World War, however,
did America hone and polish the concept to create a weapon of intelligence. Applying knowledge gained from American and Canadian military e~periences in the Great War, the United States Marine Corps trained
a group of Navajos who developed, then refined, an application of their
language as a combat code. The Navajo Code Talkers, as they were
known, became one of the war's few examples of perfect communications security. They were a weapon comparable to a ritle or grenade that
the corps carefully built and refined. The Marines gave the Navajo men
the training and equipment to wage a secret communications war on the
enemy, a war which the enemy could not, and would not, win.
As for the Navajos, they met and exceeded the Marine Corps' expectations. Through the use of their native language, secrecy, and by taking advantage of Japanese shortcomings and failures in communications
intelligence collection, the Navajo Code Talkers provided Marine commanders an essential element of communications security: an unbroken
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oral code they used to win the war in the Pacific. The Marine Corps used
the Navajo Code from the Guadalcanal campaign in 1942 through the
war's end in 1945 to send tens of thousands of messages, without a
single compromised transmission.
The discussion of American Indians in World War II, and the Navajos in particular, is limited .. Alison Bernstein in American Indians in
World War II (1991) provides an excellent description of how the war
affected Native Americans in general, and a good account of how they
overcame decades of prejudice and patronage to join in the war effort
against the Axis. According to Bernstein, once their legal status as members of independent nations was decided in the 1920s, Indians proved
themselves to be far more patriotic than the general populace of the
United States. 2 The Navajo were no exception.
Much more has been written on the Code Talkers. Older established
works, such as Doris Paul's The Navajo Code Talkers (1973), and newer
works, like Sally McClain's Navajo Weapon (1994) provide overviews of
these men and their contributions to the war effort and the United States
Marine Corps.3 While Bernstein, Paul, and McClain offer fair and complete treatment of the subject, there remain other areas open to exploration. For example, the Japanese point of view and the. difficulties the
Marine Corps experienced in recruiting adequate numbers of Navajo
men are two such issues that need further investigation. .
For reasons outlined below, Japanese inquiry is difficult, if not impossible. The lack of both primary and secondary source material severely limits the scholar's ability to conduct research. In order to bring
to light some of the reasons for the Code Talkers's success, I present a
comparison of Japanese intelligence practices with the Code Talkers'
procedures and training. The difficulty that the Marines had in enlisting
an adequate number of qualified men is another rarely explored area;
While Paul devotes some discussion to this topic, she does not cover
other important mechanisms the Corps implemented to cope with the
manpower shortage. If the problems the Marines encountered with recruiting the Navajo had not been addressed in the unorthodox ways in
which they were, the program would not have had its eventual notable
success. Some of the challenges that they faced, and overcame, are recounted herein.
As previously mentioned, the United States first attempted to use
Native American languages during World War I. Toward the war's end, a
memorandum from the commanding officer of the l42nd Infantry recognized the dangers of German eavesdropping on telephone cables. Suspecting that the Germans had tapped the cables used by the unit in their
communications, the officer decided to encode and decode every message sent to ensure secrecy. The primitive encryption methods, however, took too much time for efficient tactical communication. 4
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An enterprising young Kaw (Kansa), Mose Bellmard, is credited
with the idea of making use in October 1918 of the unit's company of
Choctaws to guarantee secure transmissions. He reasoned that the Germans would have no knowledge of Native American languages and proposed to position one speaker on each end of a telephone line. Among
the men in the company, there were twenty-six different Indian languages
or dialects spoken, only four or five of which were ever written. The first
message to use the Choctaw language ordered the night movement of
two companies from one village to another. It was successful, taking the
Germans completely by surprise. For his suggestion, Bellmard received
a promotion to the rank of captain. 5
The Canadian Army also instituted its own program of using Native
American languages for communications. Elmer Jamieson, a Mohawk
from the Six Nations Reservation in Ontario, tired of having his letters to
his family censored by Canadian military authorities, began using his
native Mohawk language in his personal correspondence. When the
censors discovered they could not determine his "code," he was called
in to explain it. The military authorities were apparently impressed with
his method, since he was directed to set up a network with his fellow
Mohawks similar to that organized by Bellmard. 6
These first efforts in using Native American languages exposed inherent problems that the Marine Corps encountered once again almost
thirty years later. Native American languages did not include military
terminology, so euphemisms had to be coined for terms that were not
part of the vocabulary. For example, "big gun" was used as a substitute
for artillery, and "little gun shoot fast" was used for machine gun. A
rudimentary training- program was put into place for the 142nd Infantry,
but the unit's Choctaws did not have the opportunity to thoroughly test
its new system before the Armistice in November 1918. 7
The United States Army revisited the idea in 1940, when the War
Department asked the Bureau ofIndian Affairs (BIA) to recommend thirty
Comanches for Signal Corps work. The Army expanded the program and
. used it intermittently throughout World War II, but there were never
more than 50 Comanches inducted into the Signal Corps for code-talking duties. According to Forrest Kassonovald, a soldier in the Army's
4th Signal Company, the code-talking duties were sporadic and did not
seem significant at the time. "Most of the time, I remember being in
combat, not on the phones."8
The Marine Corps also understood the necessity of secure communications. Knowing that the Marines would be called upon to fight
the Japanese, Major General Clayton Vogel, commanding general,
Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet, wanted to have a secure communica-
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tions system for his field commanders. Interested in the Army experiments, he sought permission of General Thomas Holcomb, Marine Corps
Commandant, to investigate the possibility of using coded Indian languages for that purpose. 9
Meanwhile, in Los Angeles, a civil engineer by the name of Philip
Johnston became likewise intrigued by the Army's experiments with the
Comanches. After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, he contacted the
Marine Corps area Signal Officer with a proposal to use Native American languages for secure battlefield communications. He postulated that
since the Amerindian languages were not written languages, and that
very few whites had ever learned them, that they would be an ideal
medium for communications security. Since he had spent time as a child
on the Navajo reservation, spoke some Navajo, and was familiar with
their ways and culture, his recommendation was to recruit Navajos, rather
than one of the other large tribes, as communications specialists in the
Marine Corps.
The suggestion was interesting enough that Johnston was asked to
provide a demonstration for senior Marine Corps officers. On 28 February 1942, he and four Navajo arrived at Camp Elliott, California, to conduct the test. The Navajo were given a set of sample messages to send,
using their own language. After a short period to prepare equivalents
for military terms that were not a part of the Navajo vocabulary, they
transmitted all of the messages with no appreciable error. 10
Vogel was quite pleased with the demonstration and recommended
to Commandant Holcomb that two hundred Navajos be recruited for duty
as communications technicians. Lt. Colonel Wethered Woodworth, in
consultation with Bureau ofIndian Affairs personnel, recommended that
thirty men be recruited to test the feasibility of the plan. 11 His recommendations were approved, and in May 1942, twenty-nine Navajos arrived at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) in San Diego, California
to begin boot camp.
By no means were all Marine officers convinced of the wisdom of
the program. Many were concerned that they would be essentially "taking orders" from the code talker, to the detriment of their command, or
.that use of a "foreign" language as a combat code would unnessecarily
slow the tempo of communications. Director of Recruiting, Colonel Frank
Halford, was quite succinct in his concerns: "For combat directing offic"
ers to have to depend on an order which is being transmitted and received in a language unknown to any of the operating force renders it of
very doubtful value as a scheme of communication."12
Despite the misgivings of many Marine officers, the first twentynine code talker recruits started boot camp in May. During their twelve
. weeks in the training cycle, the young Navajo men excelled in all aspects of their training, with the result that Recruit Platoon 382 was one
of the best ever to complete recruit training at the MCRD. According to
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Lt. Colonel George Hall, "This group has done exceptionally well at this
Depot. They are very t~actable, attentive and loyal. At an early date,
they developed an exceptionally high Esprit de Corps .... This group of
29 men is still intact, none has dropped back due to sickness, disciplinary action or lack of ability.... This is unusual. Their progress has been
highly satisfactory."13
While the attitude of the officers at the MCRD was uniformly positive, the impressions of the recruits themselves were more varied in
nature. For the most part, the men did not find boot camp physically
difficult,owing to their experience of living in the harsh Southwestern
desert and the often military-style discipline enforced during their childhood in BIA schools. According to Jimmy King:
I had gone to an Indian school that employed what was ·known
as military discipline. They taught us how to drill,and calisthenics was one of the things that came naturally for me ... I
knew some of the commands that were given and knew how to
drill tactically halfway through boot camp. In that way, I had the
advantage of knowing what to do and how to do it and when. 14
Not all of their experiences were easy, however. In one case, a sergeant
was attempting to teach the men how to box. Being a peaceful people,
they were not familiar with unarmed combat, and the sergeant was not
satisfied with their progress. As a demonstration, he moved down the
line of Navajos, punching each one of them in the face, until he came to
one man who did know how to box. This man, apparently not craving the
same treatment that the other recruits had received, took action in the
proper military method. Knowing that the best defense is a good offense; he punched the sergeant first, ending thedemonstration. 15
After graduating from bobtcamp, the men were sent to Camp Elliott
to begin their training in communications. The circumstances were
strange for all of them, since they had not been told what their exact
duties would be when they enlisted, and they learned no more about
them during their time in boot camp. What they did not realize was that
they would be responsible for the key portions of their own training.
Since there were no Military Occupational Specialties (MOS) that corresponded to what they had been inducted for, there was no training program in place for them. They received very broad general outlines of
how they should construct the code, then were left to do so.
lt is important to note that there is some confusion about how the
recruits originally created the code. Some sources regarding the Navajo
Code Talkers~for example the Japanese daily newspaper Mainichi
Shimbun, in an article by Shibata Kanji-have mistakenly given credit
to the creation of the verbal code to Philip Johnston. 16 This is no doubt
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Figure 1: First twenty-nine Code Talkers' induction at Fort Wingate, New Mexico,
May 1942. Photography courtesy of Milton Snow Collection, Navajo Nation Musuem,
Window Rock, Arizona.

Figure 2: Graduation of the first all Navajo Platoon, United States Marine Corps,
August 1942. Photograph courtesy of Carl and Mary Gorman.
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due to Johnston's statement at the first Navajo Code Talker's Association in 1971' that he had invented the code. Other evidence, however,
proves that it was entirely the creation of the "First 29," with many of
the men giving accounts similar to that given by Cosey Stanley Brown:
Then, we got together and discussed how we would do it. We
decided to change the name of the airplanes, ships and the English ABCs into the Navajo language. We did the changing. [emphasis added] For instance, we named the airplanes "dive
bombers" for ginitsoh (sparrow hawk), because the sparrow
hawk is like an airplane-it charges downward at a very fast
pace .... We changed the English alphabet to the Navajo language, like for the letter T we used tashii (turkey), tsin (stick),
and tliish (snake) in Navajo. We usually used the harmful
animal's [sic] names that were living in our country for the alphabet. Then a name was written on a piece of paper. Some words
were marked off and some were accepted. That was the way we
completed our alphabet which we used against the enemy in our
communications. 17
Even the private papers of Johnston dating from the war years dispute
his claim that he created the code. Despite his later statements, one of
these documents makes clear reference to the fact that "signal personnel at Camp Elliott compiled this code."18Nevertheless, there can be no
doubt where the code originated.
The training lasted about eight weeks, during which the men not
only developed and refined the code, they also learned common messagingprotocol, how to operate radios and run and repair communications cable, and how to send and receive Morse Code. Toward the end
of their training period at Camp Elliott, they were to run into a problem
for the first time that would.be a recurring theme for all Code Talkers
throughout the Pacific War; the security of the program would cause
problems with official organizations that were not informed of their activities.
Because of the nature of their jobs, part of the training had to be
carried out over live radio nets. Since radio waves are available to any
who can receive that frequency, their transmissions were picked up by
other parties, in one case, the U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI).
Since the ONI at the time had no idea about the Navajo program, they
were convinced that the unknown gibberish that they were receiving on
their radios was some type of covert enemy transmission.
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For three weeks the aNI's best analysts worked to decode the transmission, looking for repetition, sequences or patterns with which they
could wrench some meaning out of the message. Finally they went to
Camp Elliott, and John Benally, one of the "First 29" was sent to San
Diego. When he identified the transmission as a practice message, the
aNI analysts must have been rather peeved at their inability to break it
down. They abruptly shut off the recording and told Benally to leave.'9
The first combat posting for the men of the Code Talkers was in the
Solomon Islands. In August 1942, men of the First Marine Division had
stormed ashore at a location called Lunga Point on a small island called
Guadalcanal. They quickly captured the half-completed airfield the Japanese had been building and prepared to defend their position from the'
inevitable counterattacks. By the time the first Code Talkers arrived, the
Marines had been ashore for over two months and had started to feel
the true measure of their opponent, withstanding attack after attack from
the ground, sea, and air. The Navajo arrived on the island with orders to
report to the commanding general.
Since the Marines and officers on Guadalcanal had not been told of
the Code Talkers any more than had aNI, they had no idea how to use
these men and their specialized skills. After touring the island for some
time looking for Major General Alexander Archer Vandegrift, they finally
were assigned to a Signal Corps section. The lieutenant in charge instructed them to send a coded message to demonstrate why they had
been sent to the island.
The transmission of a foreign language on the American frequencies caused a panic on the island. As soon as the Code Talkers sent the
required message, all of the radiomen on the island called in, reporting
that the Japanese had broken into the net and'were using U.S. equipment. It took the lieutenant several hours to calm the tumult. Not believing that what the Code Talkers had demonstrated was not a trick, they
were told to send a message using their code, while another team sent
the same message using the Marine Corps Shackle code. After two minutes, the Navajo men received and signed off the order, while the Shackle
team were still encoding the message. 20
'
The First Marine Division needed no more convincing, nor indeed
did the rest of the Corps. From that point on, the Navajo code was utilized for many routine messages, and for almost all sensitive communications. New procedures were worked out to prevent any more events
such as the first tests at Guadalcanal, to let other communications technicians on a radio or telephone net know that the Navajo code was
going to be used. Before any Code Talker transmission, the talkers would
preface the message with a code word. For example, "Tecumseh,"
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"Hiawatha," "Mukoki," "Wabigoon," and "Montezuma" were the code
words used during the Iwo Jima campaign. Hearing one of these key
words (in English) would alert any American radio operators that the
message that followed was a Navajo Code Talker transmission. 21
The Marines' initial uncertainty with the Navajos' language was
compounded by confusion about the physical differences and similarities between the Navajos and the Japanese. With their dark skin, high
cheekbones and very non-European appearances, some Code Talkers
had near-fatal encounters when white Marines would find one of them
in an unusual situation and mistake them as Japanese.
In one example, just before leaving Guadalcanal, William McCabe
was almost executed as a spy. While waiting for transport to Australia,
McCabe and a few of his fellow Marines were scrounging in the supply
dump for something to eat. He was the last man to find his preferred
victuals and was caught by a sentry. The sentry brought him before the
provost marshal, who almost ordered him shot, but finally ordered the
sentry to find McCabe's unit. In his unit area, several officers and noncommissioned officers vouched for his identity, saving him from a quick
bullet. The Marine Corps, realizing the value of these men and their
language, took steps to protect them. After a few of these occurrences,
the Code Talkers were assigned bodyguards, who were told never to
leave their sides. 22.
In many cases, they never realized that they had bodyguards. Bill
Toledo, a Code Talker in the Third Marine Division, spent most of the
war in the company of Dick Bonham, who was Toledo's assigned bodyguard. It was not until a reunion in 1987 that Toledo realized the specialized task that Bonham performed, besides being his foxhole partner. At
one time, on Guam, Toledo was assigned to run a message to regimental
headquarters when his unit's radio and telephone were knocked out. He
slipped away without being noticed by Bonham, and ori the way to the
headquarters was nearly shot by a Japanese sniper. After delivering the
message and returning to his own unit, Toledo told Bonham about the
incident and was surprised by Bonham's reaction. "You know this is a
very serious thing that happened. If my commander had found out, I
could have gotten court-martialed!" In addition to redoubling his efforts to protect his partner, he took down the name of the sergeant who
had assigned Toledo the task of running the message, presumably to
report the breach of security. Bonham took his duties seriously, and
kept Tole,do under close scrutiny for the rest of the warY
Despite the frequent misunderstandings that ensued between Anglo
and Navajo Marines regarding confusion over appearance, there was
very little tension, racial or otherwise, between the two ethnic groups.
The Navajos had enlisted in the Marines as United States citizens, just
the same as the Anglos had, and demanded and were accorded no special treatment. Unlike black units that were segregated by race, Native
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Americans served with whites in integrated units from the beginning of
the war. Notwithstanding the occasional bigoted white (for example the
drill instructor previously mentioned), Navajos and whites generally got
along. 24
Nonetheless, both groups harbored preconceived notions about each
other that sometimes caused misunderstanding. In large part because of
tales of the "Wild West," Anglos perceived Navajos as being a warlike
people and perhaps a bit more than human. At times the stereotyping
annoyed the Navajos, but they did not always try to dissuade the whites
from the error. Al Mertz, a white Marine who worked extensively with the
Navajo, relates this story of a desert survival hike:
[T]hey were rather proud of themselves for the fact that they
knew how to survive out there. A lot of prickly pear [cactus]
which is very common in some of the drier islands, and they got
both fluids and also sustenance from them. When the Anglos
had reached almost the point of exhaustion, most of the N avajos still had more than half a canteen of water left! Of course,
they didn't share this knowledge until after the point of exhaustion!25
On occasion Navajos would share this knowledge with Anglos with
whom they became particularly close. Mertz also relates a story of one
Navajo's facility with a rifle, describing one of them shooting a small
goat with a carbine far out of its normal accuracy range and then the
man's comment to the cooks as they were cooking the goat that he was
their "survival crew."26 The Navajo soldiers clearly enjoyed this particular aspect of their near-legendary status.
One of the most universal comments made by the Navajos about the
caucasian Marines was the almost 'universal habit of referring to all of
the Navajo men as "Chief' or "Geronimo." Despite the apparent slight,
few of them became angry or offended by such stereotypical comments.
Reactions varied, from Sam Billison's acceptance of the whites' igno-'
rance ofIndian culture, to Harold Foster's pride in their respect of his
ancestors' prowessY
The greatest misunderstandings stemmed from the vast cultural differences and mores that the two ethnic groups,took for granted. The
Navajo are not a belligerent people, historically having made war only
to protect themselves. In many ways, their culture makes them particularly ill-suited for warfare, as they have a fear of death and mutilation,
two common events in war. This kind of cultural background inevitably
collided with the cultural bias that is inherent in military organizations,
especially the Marine Corps.
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Many of the practices and usages common to the Marine Corps
confused and alarmed the Navajo, from the normal procedure in close
order drill to start marching from the left foot (the Navajo would normally start with the right), to washing their own clothes (instead ofhaving women do it), to the way in which drill instructors would belligerently
get "in their face" and shout at them. For some, just getting accustomed
to the colorful and often raw form of military speech caused many problems. They had to learn to respond in kind, so that when someone said
to them, "You damned Indian!" they would not get upset but fire back
with "You damned pale face!"28
The positive results obtained from the "First 29" convinced the
Marine Corps that the Code Talker programs should be quickly expanded.
Two hundred recruits had been authorized by the commandant's approval, and action was taken immediately to fill out the two-hundred
man authorization. While the Corps posted most of the "First 29" to
combat organizations, two of them received promotions to corporal and
returned to the reservation to help recruit more Navajos for the program.
John Benally and Johnny Manuelito were the men chosen to convince
more Navajos to join the Marines and become Code Talkers. 29
Benally and Manuelito faced a difficult challenge in their assignment. They had been ordered to the reservation to act as "public relations" officials for the Marine Corps, and had to promote the Code Talker
program to eligible Navajos who had not already enlisted or been drafted
after the Pearl Harbor attack. Their task was made more difficult in that
they were limited by security injunctions to ensure they would not compromise the program. Eventually, they were allowed to make some reference to the program and its goals, but they were to avoid specifics and
to make clear the confidential nature of what they were telling the prospective inductees. In many cases, however, it was not necessarily the
nature of the assignment, or the allure of joining a highly motivated
group such as the Marines that enticed the young men into the Corps;
rather, the biggest draw was the Marines' dress blue uniform. According
to Kee Etsicitty, who planned on joining the Navy, " ... we were going to
the courthouse in Gallup, New Mexico to sign up [for the Navy] there.
On the way to the courthouse we saw a Marine in dress blues... that
uniform with the brass buttons and the white gloves looked real good
so we signed up with the Marine Corps. "30
The onsite recruiting effort ended after about four months, but the
drive to get more Navajos into the school at Camp Elliott continued. In
fact, recruitment continued to be the single biggest problem encountered in training enough Code Talkers. Major Frank Shannon, commanding officer of the Phoenix recruiting station, spent a significant amount
of time attempting to fulfill the quotas that were assigned to him by the
director of the recruiting division. The guideline that was handed down
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Figure 3: Corporal Joe Vandever and PFC George Kirk on Bougainville, 1943. Photograph courtesy of United States Marine Corps.

from Plans and Procedures was that there should be 442 Navajo men
enlisted as Code Talkers, which would provide each of the four Marine
divisions with eighty-two talkers, with adequate numbers left over for
replacements and other non-divisional commands.
Problems in the procurement of required quotas arose as early as
March 1943. Shannon was instructed to procure twenty-five inductees
per month until the total number of billets had been filled, but was concerned that there would be very few.available men after the first two
hundred had been recruited. His predictions turned out to be true: there
would be concern about the rate of recruitment even into June 1945,
when the Corps were still twenty-two men short of their quotas. 31 The
major problem recruiters faced was the limited number of men available
on the reservation who were qualified for training. Besides being physically sound enough to join the Marines, they had to be fluent enough in
both Navajo and English to be able to switch back and forth between
the languages. There was also a "rule of thumb" that the men had to
have reached at least the tenth grade, in order to guarantee that basic
literacy skills had already been mastered. This stipulation was by no
means a certainty on the reservation at the time, since many of the best
qualified men had already enlisted or been drafted, or had moved away
to work in critical war industries.
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To overcome these problems, several different approaches were
taken. Arrangements were made with the Army Selective Service commands to route any eligible Navajo men to the Marine Corps for training.
This tactic worked well, with the Army cooperating more than was expected, even allowing the Marines to take more than their normal quotas. Other arrangements were made whereby the recruiting stations would
purposely "nudge" Navajo applicants toward the Corps. In some cases
this entailed a bit more than a nudge; many of the men who went to
Camp Elliott reported that if there was a choice in their specialty, they
were not aware of it. They were often told in no uncertain terms that
since they were Navajo, they would be sent to a special program for
testing. Those that failed were then allowed then to choose (as much as
the~Marine Corps allowed) where they would gO.32
Keeping the code current and flexible was also a high priority. As
the Navajos gained experience with the code, they began to improve its
use and security. From the initial vocabulary of 211 words and phrases;
the entire Navajo code talker dictionary grew to 619 terms. Many of the
new words were words· that had been forgotten in the initial development of the code, and substitutes were added for many of the words and
letters that were used frequently. For example, the letter A had two new
terms added for substitution, as did E, T, 0, I, and N. This was done to
further confuse any eavesdroppers and to prevent transmission patterns from being discerned, since discovering patterns and repetitions
is a key to successful cryptography.J3
Training was also necessary to further standardize the code and its
use. Despite the continuous attempts to distribute any changes that
were made to the code, either in the field or in the classroom, the efforts
were not always successful. There were individual nuances in the way
the men used the code, and since they were most often paired with
another man, the team would develop a rhythm. At times, there were
problems communicating between men of different divisions. According
to Peter Sandoval, of the Fourth Marine Division, "if you get to start
talking to someone from earlier divisions, First and Second, then you
have to take it a little slower and sometimes repeat, because the methods they used earlier, have changed and improved somewhat." 34
The field schools established for refresher training provided primary instruction as well, since some of the Navajo were not trained at
Camps Elliott or Pendleton, both in California. As the recruiting division
spread its net throughout the reservation and other states, an internal
search occurred. Some recruits who eventually became Code Talkers
had already joined the Marines and received other training when they
either decided or were told that they would start the program. For them,
there was an intensive field course lasting about four weeks instead of
the usual eight. 35
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Figure 4: Wilsie Bitsie, Eugene Crawford, and Edmund John (left to right), three
Code Talkers, relaxing at Noumea, New Caledonia, n.d. Photograph courtesy of the
National Archives.

The last and most important characteristics of the Code Talkers re- .
volved around secrecy. From the start ·of the Navajo code development
until the end of the 1960s, the program was classified. The men themselves were told in no uncertain terms that what they were learning was
secret information, and that they were to divulge what they did to no
one-families, wives, or sweethearts-under duress of a court martial
and possibly a 'firing squad. Official notification to all commands involved in the program instructed that there was to be no release of
information regarding the pro grain to the press or any other government
organizations, without prior permission.
The'cloak of secrecy extended to senior commanders within the
Corps itself. The men who graduated from the schools in California and
who were in the field were told that they did not have to explain themselves to anyone of lesser rank than-a three-star, (jr lieutenant general.
Any other commanders who asked were to be told, "Well, Mr. So and So,
I hate to tell you this, but I'm not authorized to tell you what the message is about or what that man is saying over the air. And by the way, sir,
what is your name.?" As expected, this type of response did not endear
the private or corporal to the colonel or general that they might have
spoken to, but there was never any backlash against the Code Talkers
for following this directive. 36

334

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

OCTOBER 1997

There were two occasions during the war when the security of the
program was compromised, and both occurred in the United States. In
June 1943, Arizona Highways, a monthly periodical, published a story
by James M. Stewart, the general superintendent (Navajo Indian Service) of the Navajo Reservation. The story gave a very concise outline
of the Marines' efforts to convert Navajo to code for secure communications. Stewart mentioned John Benally and Johnny Manuelito by name,
stating that they were on the reservation to explain the program to eligible Indians. 37
The appearance of the Arizona Highways article caused a furor over
the security breach. All of the people involved in the program that may
have had contact with Stewart were interviewed and gave depositions
about their knowledge of the article. Without exception, all involved
denied accountability for the leak. Frank Shannon and Philip Johnston
used their depositions to "point fingers" at one anther: Johnston stating that he did not understand why Shannon, a senior officer, would
compromise the program; and Shannon noting that Johnston had been
on the reservation previous to the article's publication and that he was
also a writer. Benally was also interviewed and stated that he believed it
possible that the information may have come from a prospective recruit
who did not adequately safeguard the information. In the end, the case
was closed with no disciplinary action indicated, the belief being that
the letter of reprimand in each man's service jacket was adequate. 38
In the second crisis, the cause of the breach was far easier to determine. In March 1944, a letter prepared by the legal firm Wheat and May
was delivered to Army Colonel William Friedman, explaining in detail a
Marine Corps program that utilized Navajo Indians to transmit coded
messages in the South Pacific. The letter had been prepared at the request of Johnston, who was offering his services to the Army to provide
a program similar to that of the Marine Corps. In his proposal to the
Army, he outlined the capabilities of the school at Camp Pendleton, and
suggested a plan of action to start an Army Code Talker program.
The Army's response was lukewarm, at best. Records show that the
Wheat and May letter was circulated through several Army commands,
and the reply from each command was essentially the same. The reply
from Major J.M. Marzolf, chief of the cryptographic branch for the United
States Army Air Forces, is indicative of the Army's opinion in general of
the plan:
Although the plan has a certain amount of merit as a "stopgap" or an emergency system of communication, this Headquarters feels that the low-grade security afforded by such a plan
would be dangerous to the operations of the AAF, whereas authorized War Department cryptographic systems offer better
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security than the recommended procedure. It is felt that there
are too many "loop-holes" in the plan to justify its usage by
the AAF.39
While the Army rejected Johnston's plan, the Marine Corps did its
best to "soft pedal" the matter, by offering bland and evasive responses
to queries posed by the Army during a meeting regarding Johnston's
proposal to the Army at the Arlington Annex.
While Johnston's spirit of public service was laudable, his judgement was faulty. After the Arizona Highways incident, the Marine command structure was unlikely to forgive any further transgressions, and
seemingly this was the case with Johnston. Since he had been awarded
a special enlistment as a Tech Sergeant in the Marine Reserves, they
had the power to discipline him as they would. While official records of
his fate as a result of this event were .not available, a recollection by
Paul Blatchford gives some insight as to Johnston's future. Blatchford
had been selected to go to the school at Camp Pendleton to be an instructor for the Code Talkers.
So when we were going back the sergeant was telling me that
they wanted to get rid of the "Old Man," the Old' Man that's
running the school. ... When I got over there they introduced
me to Philip Johnston and he acted like he didn't even want to
talk to me. He just looked the other way and shook me off. ...
Shortly after that he disappeared from the school and I never
saw him again. 40
After the Wheat and May letter, there were no mo·re security breaches.
Designed for communications security, the Navajo code provides
various examples of the ironclad secrecy that characterized its use. Originally conceived as a tactical weapon, i.e., one that was intended for use
by commanders and Marines on the battlefield, the code became known
as reliable ,and secure enough that it saw occasional use in a more strategic role. It was, for example, used to transmit top secret information'
from Tokyo to the United States regarding the effects of the atomic
bomb strikes on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 41
The Code Talkers were vital to transmitting messages that had to
remain out of enemy hands. Many messages would almost surely invite
an attack on the section of the line sending the report; for example, a
report th<:lt ammunition was running low and resupply was necessary.
The Japanese could easily identify the location of radio transmissions
by triangulation and attack there, so keeping the message content confidential was essential. For example, Bill Toledo had a narrow escape
from Japanese mortars, after enemy direction finding equipment had uncovered his location. "I had received the warning message and passed it
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along to the rear units, shut off my radio and only moved about ten
yards when a mortar hit the exact spot I had transmitted from .... We
were told that the Japanese had very good tracking equipment and could
pinpoint the location of radio signals and deliver a strike to that location. "42
The Navajos were also a godsend to men who were attacking, as
Harold Foster relates. During an attack on Hill 362A on Iwo Jima, three
companies (units consisting of about one hundred men) were making an
assault up the face of the hill. "We called for one of the jeeps that had
rocket launchers on it. Giving the position was done in code, where the
jeep was supposed to stop and direct the fire .... After they lifted the
artillery we called in for the flame throwers. I didn't think about it then,
but now I know how many lives I saved calling in that artillery using the
code." The speed of the Navajo code prevented any delays in zeroing
the artillery fire that might have meant disaster for the attacking companies. A sergeant told Foster, "Chief, you saved the company."43
There were other ways that the Marines were fortunate to have the
Navajo on their side. In any technological war, there are times that orders will become confused, and a unit's weapons, usually artillery, may
be turned on its own, commonly called friendly fire. Invariably, when
troops find themselves under friendly fire, they immediately get on the
radio or telephone to demand that the shelling stop. Since the enemy
can easily get an English speaker on the proper radio frequencies, commanders are understandably reluctant to lift the fire for a non-coded
radio message. Unfortunately, normal enciphered coding usually takes
too long to save the men under fire.
For these situations the Code Talkers were peerless. In one example,
Dan Akee, a Navajo who had originally joined the Corps to become a
paratrooper, was part of an advancing group of Marines: "And we went
too far beyond the enemy line there. And we were getting shelled from
our own artillery, and from the other side we were being machine-gunned
by the enemy. Right there they told me to send the message, and quick.
. . . And I think it was worth the lives to choose this, Code Talker, instead
of paratrooper. ~'44
The power of their communications secrecy was not only limited to
the Marine Corps. In early 1944, Naval Air in the South Pacific had been
taking heavy losses due to Japanese interception of radio transmissions
regarding American air strikes in the Solomon Islands. Desperate to reduce the hemorrhage in planes and pilots that was occuring, the Navy
sought a·remedy. Aware of the Code Talkers as a result of the Navajo
workirig with Navy communications personnel during the island campaigns, Lt. Commander R.L. Hird, commander air, South Pacific, requested
ten Code Talkers be assigned for temporary duty to the Navy. The Marines approved the request, and the ten men reported to work on the
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radio nets in the Solomons, once again proving the value of the code.
Within a short time, the number of plane losses and pilot fatalities
dropped dramatically, with the latter falling from 53 percent to less than
7 percent. 45
The contributions of the Code Talkers did not end with the war.
With the suspension of hostilities between the United States and Japan,
the Marines who did not have enough "points" to be rotated home were
assigned to other necessary chores, such as occupation duty. Many of
the Navajo did not have adequate points to be discharged, and so were
sent to postwar Japan to assist in the disarmament of the Japanese nation and people. Some continued their communications duties, transmitting secret messages between Tokyo and San Francisco, as previously
mentioned.
The Fourth MarineDivision was sent to China after hostilities ceased,
and several of the Code Talkers went along. Their duties in China were
similar to those in Japan, i.e., keeping the peace, but were not limited to
that role exclusively. They used the code in China as well, although not
nearly to the extent that they had in action against the Japanese. According to James T. Nahkai, "Yeah, we were still Code'Talkers in China .
. . . We still sent messages. Not as many, maybe itwas cutin half."46
The effectiveness of the Navajo code is unquestioned. Source after
source reveals that it was never compromised. Such unqualified success leads the reader to wonder why this was so. After all, forging and
using a weapon is only half of the story. The other half depends on
enemy weaknesses that allow the utilization of the new weapon. The
Japanese military, despite their war-making ability, possessed serious
deficiencies that when matched against the Navajo code resulted in guaranteed security for Marine Corps tactical communications.
The most obvious problem the Japanese had in countering the Code·
Talkers was their total unfamiliarity with the Navajo language. Part of
Johnston's contention in his letter to the Marine Corps in 1942 was that
Navajo was a language that was well-known only to the Navajo themselves. This was true. For unknown reasons, German and Japanese
anthropologists, who had studied many of the American Indian tribes
and their languages in the years between the World Wars, had missed
the Navajo.47
The nature of the Navajo language also makes it very difficult to
learn to speak well if the speaker is not born to the tongue. The morphology of the language is exceedingly complex, and this difficulty is compounded by the fact that its phonology is equally intricate. Navajo is a .
tonal language, like Chinese, with four different tones that convey different meanings for the same word. Additionally, nasals, vowel duration, glottal stops and gutturals must all be spoken precisely to properly
communicate. While the phonology is difficult, however, the real complexity of the language is in the verbs. Navajo verbs have different forms
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for tenses, objects, and situations. For instance, the speaker must make
a distinction between dropping a round object or dropping a cylindrical
object, and whether it is done just one time or habitually. For these
reasons, it is very rare for a non-Navajo to be able to speak the language fluently. Even Johnston, who spent years on the reservation as a
child and young adult, was ridiculed by the trainees at the Code Talker
school for his poor diction and sloppy command of the language. 48
The question of how Japanese intelligence reacted to the appearance of an unknown, unbreakable code remains. While it would be convenient to be able to produce documented fact about their reaction, it is
unfortunately impossible. On II August 1945, the last commander of the
Chuo tokujobu (Central Bureau of Signal Intelligence), Major General
Nishimura Toshio ordered the incineration of all secret documents. For
days his underlings worked, burning all of the relevant documents of
the unit. Additionally, the names of the leading intelligence officers were
expunged from War Ministry listings, and most of the rest went underground to avoid arrest during the occupation. 49 Therefore, all that can
be done is to reconstruct the way the Japanese ran their intelligence
organ in an attempt to further explain Navajo success.
The Japanese intelligence effort suffered several disadvantages from
the beginning of the war through the final surrender. Throughout the
Empire, a cavalier attitude toward gathering signals or communications
intelligence permeated the Japanese armed forces and diplomatic and
government corps. The Army and Navy always emphasised sakusen, or
combat operations. The best of Japan's officer corps were invariably
assigned to operational combat units, to engineer and participate in
great sweeping battles and honorably annihilate the enemy. Intelligence
organizations received the second best, and even at times those men
who were not wanted in other units. The number of men assigned to
intelligence sections tells the story with startling clarity: at the beginning of the war, the Imperial Army's Chief of Staff had only seventeen
staff officers in his command, and forty-nine other officers attached for
general duty. Of those forty-nine, only twenty-seven were assigned to
the directorate responsible for gathering intelligence on the United
States, England, and the Pacific areas. The Navy's situation was similarly woeful, with only ninety-seven staff officers at the end of the war,
most of whom were fresh Imperial Naval Academy graduates assigned
to those billets due to the lack of ships.50
What intelligence effort existed had been historically tailored toward an Asian mainland war with Russia. For instance, the Kwantung
Area Army was much better prepared than other Asian Armies in the
realms of both signal and human intelligence, such as interrogation and
espionage. Despite their advantages, even the Kwantung Army had only
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Figure 5: Pencil sketch by Code Talker Teddy Draper, 1994. Photograph courtesy of
Books Beyond Borders.

limited success in their code-breaking efforts. They were routinely able
to break Nationalist Chinese codes, but for most of the war the Communist Chinese and Russian codes were beyond their ability to break with
any meaningful regularity.51
An extremely insular and inefficient reporting system further handicapped the Japanese. The Army and Navy had separate intelligence commands, and real cooperation was rare. For example, if an officer in one
command felt that it would be advantageous for one of his counterparts
in the other service to have access to data, he would arrange it on his
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own recognizance; it was not a standard operating procedure. Any reports that were forwarded were likely to be quite stale since the normal
reporting period was only once every ten days for front line intelligence
reports. 52
Some authors; including Paul', contend that the Japanese were extremely skilled in breaking codes and that American communications
were an "open book," to be perused at the enemy's leisure. The evidentiary record proves the opposite, however, since the Japanese clearly
were not masters of code breaking. Their best performance came at Nationalist Chinese expense as previously noted, with a success rate of up
to 80 percent. This was an unusually high figure when compared with
their usual track record. When reviewing their efforts against United
States codes, their score becomes considerably less stellar. The only
code that the Japanese were able to crack consistently was the BAMS
(Broadcasting Allied Merchant Shipping) code. They achieved this success through a German-supplied code key that enabled them to attain a
50 percent decode rate. By war's end, they had achieved inconsistent
success with some Army Air Corps and Naval Air operational codes.
The only real guarantee of consistent decoding was to capture code
books with unchanged codes. In the words of Major Hori Eizo, "It certainly would have been a wonderful advantage [breaking US codes], but
unfortunately it did not happen .... Yes, it was all done by hand. It was,
for Japan, an 'abacus war. "'53
That is not to say that the Japanese did not know how to use United
States radio transmissions to gain valuable information. Most of the
data that the Japanese obtained from United States sources came from
message traffic analysis and clear.langmige transmissions. In their traffic analysis, the frequency and locations of the messages were analyzed
to gain intelligence and any available call signs. With careful analysis,
the Japanese were able to score some stunning intelligence coups, such
as predicting the expected dates and locations of Operation Coronet
(the planned invasion of Kyushu) with such accuracy that after the war
United States investigators were convinced that they had access to the
plans. 54
The resourceful use of clear language transmissions cannot be overlooked and provided the raison d'etre for the Code Talkers. During the
invasion of Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands, Japanese radiomen on a small
islet called Makin, just offshore of Tarawa, demonstrated how effective
this approach could be. They were able to ascertain the extent of a ship's
damage, oncoming reinforcements, and the desperation of American
forces battling Japanese defenders by virtue of eavesdropping on United
States radio frequencies. 55 Since these were all uncoded transmissions,
they allowed the Japanese commander access to information that normally he would have had to gather by other means.
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After the Code Talkers appeared, there was no further worry of compromise. When Japanese forces could not break the code and with no
other options, they attempted to overwhelm the radio nets with noise,
whistling, singing, or any other available method. The usual Marine
response to this was "Aw, get the hell off, Tojo." Since the Japanese
frequently attempted these ploys, the Navajo devised a counter to the
noise tactic: they would begin transmitting a dummy message in Morse
Code over one frequency, and when that transmission was well along,
would send the real message in Navjo code over another frequency.56
-Denied the ability to break the code, one can assume that the Japanese turned to other sources that they habitually relied upon for information about the United States and its war effort, namely the civilian
radio broadcasts and civilian newspapers. Of course, with the program
being secret, and no publicity to any source being allowed (with the
notable exception of the Arizona Highways article), no information was
available from these sources. There was one other potential intelligence
source for the Japanese-a Navajo prisoner of war (POW). Unfortunately for the Imperial Army, they never captured any Code Talkers.
The POW,Joe Keiyoomia, was an Army soldier who had been captured when the Japanese overran the Philippines. Keiyoomia was sent
to several POW camps before ending up at a Japanese communications
center in Matishuma, south of Nagasaki. While at the camp, he was
forced to listen to recordings of the Code Talkers, and asked repeatedly,
under torture, what the transmissions meant. Since Keiyoomia had never
even heard of the program or the school at Camp Elliott, he had no idea
what the messages were attempting to convey. "When they first made
me listen to the broadcasts, I could not believe what I was hearing! It
sounded like Navajo, just not anything that made sense to me." Despite
the fact that he could recognize some of the code words, for example
"planes" (air force, in the Navajo code) and "ships" (sea force), the
code always eluded him; His knowledge of Navajo may have been the
one thing that kepthim alive, since "They were trying to keep me alive,
trying to get something out of me." Without the knowledge of the code
devised by the "First 29," Keiyoomia was unable to shed any more light
-upon the matter for the Japanese, and they remained ignorant of the
secret. 57
-Notwithstanding the suffering that Keiyoomia endured in his futile
attempts to break the Navajo code, perhaps the most revealing fact about
the inadequacies of the Imperial Japanese intelligence apparatus is their
basic disinterest in voice codes.-The agonizingly long interrogation of
Keiyoomia was probably only one of a few efforts to break the code.
According to Nagata Junko, Japan's leading authority on the Code Talkers, just using the Navajo language, without encoding, would have been
nearly as effective as the form that was used since no Japanese could

342

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

OCTOBER 1997

speak Navajo and little emphasis was placed on voice codes. He also
believes that the Code Talkers had a negative effect on Japanese armed
forces morale, and that there was little likelihood that their intelligence
corps could have ever broken the code. 58
Another expert on Japanese intelligence, Alvin Coox, states the same
belief and enlarges the point. Having interviewed over four hundred
Japanese military and government officials about the Pacific War and
intelligence matters from the 1950s to the 1980s, Coox never encountered a single individual who mentioned the Code Talkers or their undecipherable transmissions. 59
The end of the war brought with it the end for the necessity of the
Navajo code. While there were times after the war when the code was
used, such as damage reports from the atomic bomb strikes at Hiroshima
and Nagasaki and occasional use of the code in China, there was generally no further need for the Code Talkers in the Marine Corps. Along
with the majority of other American servicemen at the end of World War
II, the Navajo were discharged as soon as they had the correct number
of points, and they returned home.
Upon arrival, they faced the same difficulties with which all discharged veterans had to contend. Although the war was over, the security of the Code Talker program remained intact. Consequently, many of
them suffered from nightmares and depression and were denied much of
the therapeutic advantage of talking about what they did. The men were
told before they left the service that they were not to discuss the program, and that all the security strictures that had restricted publicity of
the program during the war remained in place. Many of them had ritual
dances performed for them, such as the Squaw Dance or the Gourd Dance,
that helped them to shed their demons. And regardless of what the Marine Corps told them, some such as Jimmie Gleason did as soldiers have
always done,they talked to their wives about their experiences. 6o
The returning veterans also had problems returning to reservation
life and the obsolete Indian policies of the Bureau ofIndian Affairs and
local authorities. During their service years, they had become the social
equals of Anglos in the military and had all of the rights that other
soldiers had-to drink when they wished, vote, and take advantage of
all of the rights and privileges of a United States citizen. When they
came back to the reservation, however, they had to contend with vastly
reduced income, unemployment, and the old limitations on Indian civil
rights. Since the nineteenth century, Indians were legally unable to acquire or consume alcohol on reservation lands or to vote in Arizona and
New Mexico. Another restriction that severely impacted some of the
Navajo was the inability to get grazing rights for new herds, a result of
the Stock Reduction program of 1940. The program effectively prevented
anyone who did not have a herd from ever attaining one.
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These limitations were not to stand for long. Among the new skills
and attitudes the returning veterans brought back with them was a new
leadership style that they used on behalf of the tribe. Largely as a result
of their new confidence and exposure in the Anglo world, the Navajo
(and other Indian tribes as well) began to take steps to remedy the inequities. The Navajo brought lawsuits against the BIA and other local and
federal organizations, to remove the antiquated and misguided regulations that had bedeviled the tribe for so many years. By 1948, they had
the right to vote in all local, state, and federal elections. Other issues,
such as land ownership and transfer, were addressed and solved. Their
record of correcting the old injustices, however, reveals only mixed results. Some issues remain problematic: high unemployment, low pay,
and the still extant ban on alcohol in any form on the Navajo Reservation. 61
Many of the Code Talkers made use of their Veteran's Administration (VA) benefits to improve their education and their status. Before
their enlistment in the Marine Corps, very few of them had attended
college. The VA funds provided educational opportunities in ways they
did not possess prior to the war. Some went on to advanced education;
Sam Billison became the first Native American to receive a Doctorate of
Education from Arizona State University. Along with their .education
came greater community responsibilities and new accomplishments in
politics, education, and business. 62
One recognition that eluded them for many years was that of their
role in World War II, as Code Talkers. The men themselves had kept
quiet about their duties in the war, and for twenty-four years there was
no acknowledgment of them. It was not until 1969, during a reunion of
the Fourth Marine Division in Chicago that the public became aware of
the Code Talkers. Lee Cannon, one of the organizers who was aware of
the Navajos' contribution to the war effort, suggested that the honorees
for that year's function should be the Navajo veterans. The organizing
committee approved his suggestion, and he set about to bring public
awareness to Code Talkers. It was due in large part to Cannon's efforts
to recognize these men that the secret of the Navajo code was finally
revealed. Unaware that there were security restrictions, his efforts
brought to light much of the information about the program that had
previously been restricted. A group of Code Talkers was recognized at
the reunion in Chicago and presented with specially designed medallions to commemorate their contributions. For the first time since the
end of the war, they received public celebration and recognition. 63
Shortly after the 1969 reunion, Johnston presented his Code Talker
related papers to the Navajo Tribal Museum in Window Rock, Arizona.
The curator of the museum showed the papers to the staff of the Doris
Duke Indian Oral History project, with the recommendation that the men
be interviewed for the project. With the assistance of the museum, sixty-
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nine of the surviving Code Talkers were reunited on 9-10 July 1971 and
formed the Navajo Code Talkers Association. After the formation of the
Association, they participated in many community events, such as parades and public speaking, and by doing so further spread the story of
Navajo soldiers and their activities during the war. 64
The formation of the Association and their public activities brought
the accomplishments of the Navajo Code Talkers into the public eye.
Subsequently, they received official recognition on several occasions
from the federal government and once from a foreign government. In
1981, the Marine Corps, in their first and only official acknowledgment,
formed another "All Navajo" platoon, in recognition of the "First 29"
that entered boot camp in 1942. Many of the men in the new, 1981 platoon were relatives of the original 1942 platoon. The United States Congress designated 14 August 1982 as National Navajo Code Talkers Day.
In 1993 an historical exhibit was opened in the Pentagon, and in 1994 the
government of the Northern Mariana Islands honored the Code Taikers. 65
Official acknowledgment of the Navajo Code Talkers' contributions
helped to ease the hurt of being ignored for twenty-four years, but did
not entirely remove it. Still eager to have the Marine Corps make a stronger statement in recognition of their contributions, one of the Code
Talkers, Thomas Begay, says what most, if not all, of the veterans wish
for: "We have all kinds of battle scars, but I don't think we got enough
recognition. We did our part, we saved lives, but hardly any of us rose
above the rank of PFC. Other language specialists were Staff Sergeant,
but not us. It didn't turn out to be very fair."66
In today's world of micro-burst transmissions, frequency agile radios, and 128-bit encryption keys, the Navajo code may seem to some
observers to be hopelessly antiquated and obsolete, very much like the
ice boxes of the same era. There is almost no possibility that such a code
could be used today to effectively safeguard communications. At the
time that it was used, however, it was not only effective, it was the best
combat code that the United States Armed Forces possessed. No other
ciphers in use by Allied forces could match the speed, precision, and.
effective security of the Navajo code.
The Navajo Code Talkers fulfilled the promise of Clayton Vogel's
and Philip Johnston's ideas. The program was intended to wage a communications war on the Japanese, bring confusion and uncertainty to
the enemy~s commanders, and guarantee the security of American messages. Without doubt the Code Talkers accomplished this, and they
became the new weapon that the Marine Corps envisioned when the
program began in 1942. By bringing the advantages of specialized train-
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ing and expertise against the shortcomings of the Japanese, the Code
Talkers used their advantage to the greatest extent possible and ensured the success and safety of Marine Corps operations throughout
the South Pacific campaigns.
The combat effectiveness of the Navajos was nothing short of exemplary. Besides being excellent general duty Marines, they successfully brought a human weapon forged through recruitment and training
to bear upon the Japanese in a way in which the enemy could not respond. From the time that the first Code Talkers arrived on Gaudalcanal
in October 1942 until the Japanese signed the Articles of Surrender on
the USS Missouri in 1945, they gave the Marine Corps the advantage of
a code that was never broken in combat, or indeed, e\(er broken at all.
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refused. Governor Armijo vowed to defend New Mexico at all costs
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army demoralized. Only three months after war was declared, General Stephen Watts Kearny led 1,700 tired troops into Santa Fe,
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The New Mexico State Constitution: A Reference Guide. By Chuck Smith.
(Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1996. xxiv + 220 pp. Table, bibliography, index. $79.50.)
In the author's 231 st volume of Reference Guides to state constitutions, The
New Mexico State Constitution, Smith explores the New Mexico Constitution, including its history and current status.
The book provides a sufficiently detailed overview ofthe current Constitution's
development, from its inception through its current version, at least for those read-·
ers interested in the New Mexico Constitution for purely academic reasons or for
general information purposes. For those more interested in the book's practical
offerings, The New Mexico State Constitution: A Reference Guide also provides the
author's interpretation and commentary following each of the individual clauses.
Included within this section is a mention of various court decisions interpreting the
specific section. The value of the .book, however, is certainly less to a legal practitioner than to a historian or an individual interested generally in state constitutions
or specifically in the New Mexico Constitution. This is because in most instances,
it is likely that a legal practitioner would need a more expansive review ofthe court's
interpretations ofa particular section of the Constitution than is available in a single
paragraph. This is not to diminish the value of this reference guide. In fact, for those
looking for more pr~ctical uses for this book, it does offer a valuable quick guide to
other more comprehensive sources of information. However, the book will certainly
be enjoyed and most beneficial to those readers desiring a general overview of the
historical development of the New Mexico Constitution.
Amy Badger
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Ritual Ground: Bent's Old Fort, World Formation, and the Annexation of the
Southwest. By Douglas C. Comer. (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1996. xiii +321 pp. Illustrations, maps, chart, table, notes, index. $45.00 cloth,
$16.95 paper.)
Douglas Comer argues that Bent's Old Fort needs re-envisioning as a "ritual
ground," a space in which several cultures interacted reciprocally. Sofar, so good;
but as Comer's interpretation unfolds, his style, methodology, and analysis unravel.
The book brims with arcane anthropological and social science jargon, rendering the
narrative obscure. Plain language might have helped, but Comer's principal argument is flawed. According to Comer, William Bent established his fort to advance
"panopticism," a nineteenth-century social control tactic associated with Jeremy
Bentham.
Bent's Fort was built, he insists, to serve American foreign policy through
surveillance and brain-washing oflndians and Mexicans: "It is important to see here
both that panopticisrri is linked to the implementation of Renaissance ideals and
that this implementation comes about, at base, through ritualistic surveillance that
refers ultimately to a ubiquitous aspect of even personalized mythology, the neotenic belief in the legitimacy of parental authority.... Bent's Fort was just this kind
of device" (p. 170).
Comer believes that Bent, St. Vrain & Company (he consistently uses "Bent &
St. Vrain Company") were covert federal agents (and likely members ofa Masonic
conspiracy) who precipitated the Mexican-American War, as well as the destruction of the Cheyenne nation. This is central to his argument about the fort's role in
"world formation," yet he produces no concrete evidence to substantiate these
claims.
Another cornerstone of Comer's case is that Bent's Fort was a powerful, uniquely
"American" edifice-but he neglects to mention that Mexicans built it, or that its
architecture plainly revealed familiar regional traditions. Scant attention is paid to
the centuries-long context of the fur trade within which Bent's Fort properly belongs. Instead, since archeologists unearthed English transfer-printed ceramics at
the site, Comer concludes that William Bent idolized Britons. A "British Tea Ceremony" was "used there to demonstrate a mythological 'ancestry'" with the British
Empire, and was "doubtless employed in that manner ... by the elite" at Bent's Fort
(p. 182).
Numerous factual and typographical errors likewise intrude: Bent's Old Fort
existed for twenty-five years; Matt Field was alive during the Civil War; George
Bent governed New Mexico; The Sand Creek fight occurred in 1869; Metis people
were "nomadic"; and Kit Carson worked for the Bents "since childhood."
This book offers "provocative" speculation, but it is overloaded with windy
pretence and weakened by faulty historical reasoning and analysis. Faddish theory
has so outweighed factual integrity that the book cannot be taken very seriously.
Barton H. Barbour
University ofNew Mexico
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Tejano·Journey, 1770-1850. Edited by Gerald E. Poyo. (Austin: University of
Texas Press, 1996. xvi + 198 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Tejano Journey is a model of the integrated historical anthology. From Gerald
Poyo's introduction, focused on Tejano survival strategies, seven chapters flow
chronologically, even as they overlap just enough to assure continuity. Carefully
researched with a common bibliography and index, the essays crest thematically in
chapter. six with the narrating of a little celebrated revolt against the Texas Republic.
In the first chapters, Poyo and Jesus de la Teja write that Tejanos developed
divided political strategies in the late colonial period and during Mexico's independence movement. Concerning the subsequent Mexican period, Andres Tijerina exag-·
gerates the regional distinctions developed by Tejanos, a view reflecting somewhat
the hispanophilia displayed by New Mexico scholars lacking a comparative understanding of Mexican regionalism. Tijerina adds that though Tejanos, like Juan N.
Seguin, sided with Anglo Americans in the Texas Revolution, others were ambivalent.
Still others, such as Carlos de la Garza, remained Mexican loyalists, according
to Stephen Hardin in chapter four. Fearing for the survival of their traditions, these
Tejanos fought for Mexico. In the aptly titled essay "Between Two Worlds," Timothy Matovina describes the subsequent marginality experienced by all Tejanos under the Texas Republic. Climactically, Paul Lack narrates Vicente Cordova's violent
reaction to that marginality. Despite his isolation in Nacogdoches, Cordova continuedhis rebellion through much of 1838-39, finally escaping to Matamoros. Certainly Cordova was a heroic Tejano, though unlikely to have a public school named
in his honor.
Ana Carolina Castillo Crimm's "Finding Their Way" could serve as an adequate
conclusion to the collection. She contrasts two elite families that, despite conflicting
political strategies, survived into the later nineteenth century. Unfortunately, Poyo's
formal conclusion seems redundant; moreover, he errs in placing this Borderlands
collection under Mexican American history, which begins with.U.S. citizenship in
1848.
Minor complaints include the use of "Euro-American" and "Anglo-Celtic,"
adding to the already confusing list of southwestern ethnic labels. Regarding illustrations, artistic prints from the period would be better than modern drawings that
give the book a juvenile appearance. Despite these "peccadillos," the collection
merits high praise.
John R. Chavez
Southern Methodist University
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Understanding NAFTA: Mexico, Free Trade, and the New North America. By
William A. Orme, Jr. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996. xxx + 335 pp.
Map, charts, table, notes, index. $19.95 paper.)
William A. Orme, Jr. spent fifteen years in Latin America as a correspondent
for The Economist and the Journal ofCommerce as well as a special correspondent
for the Washington Post. From 1981 to 1988 he was based in Mexico City. Drawing
on this background, Orme presents a revised and retitled edition of a work first
published in 1993 as Continental Shift: Free Trade & The New North America.
Almost all of the revision is contained in a new introduction which brings the
NAFTA story up through mid-1995. In the new introduction the author admits that
he is a supporter of NAFTA but also quickly indicates that he is prepared to point
out where the supporters ofNAFTA were wrong (NAFTA as a major net creator of
jobs in the United States), and where the critics of NAFTA were right (NAFTA's
greater importance as an investment agreement than a trade agreement).
Mr. Orme then proceeds to a discussion of twenty-five of the most common
myths and misconceptions concerning NAFTA such as the belief that the agreement
would lead to a massive relocation of factory jobs from the United States to Mexico,
and that Mexico would become one big maquiladora as a result of NAFTA. The
author then examines the political, economic, and diplomatic origins of NAFTA,
with an entire chapter devoted to the pivotal year of 1992. The NAFTA numbers
game concerning jobs and wages also receives chapter-length coverage. Additional
chapters cover NAFTA's impact on investment, the environment, and the democratization process in Mexico. Mr. Orme also devotes separate chapters to the impact
ofNAFTA on the rest of Latin America and on Japan. He concludes with a discussion of how NAFTA will create a "New North America" based on regional relationships arising out of economic integration cutting across national boundaries.
Understanding NAFTA has its limitations. It virtually ignores Canada, which
the author readily admits. There is very little updating within the main text of the
work; for example, on page 214 the author speculates about the position that
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas will take on NAFTA in the 1994 presidential elections, while
on page 215 he comments on the poor third-place finish by Cardenas in 1994. With
no bibliography and only a few explanatory endnotes, there is little indication as to
the sources of Mr. Orme's information. Despite these limitations the book does
deliver on its title and still provides a good introduction to a topic which will be
debated for years.
Don M. Coerver
Texas Christian University
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The Motel in America. By John A. Jakie, Keith A. ScuIle, and Jefferson S.
Rogers. (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996. xiv + 387 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $32.95.)

The motel has been an increasingly integral component of the American landscape almost since the invention of the automobile. At the beginning of the century,
downtown hotels accommodated inter-city travelers, most of whom arrived by
train. As automobiles proliferated, travelers found alternative accommodations located on fringes of cities not only more convenient, but less expensive and less
formal. The three authors trace the emergence of the motel, from "mom and pop"
operations prevalent before World War II to the homogenized corporate chains
which dominate the "hospitality industry" today.
The authors open with a general overview of motel architecture, followed by
chapters on first generation "mom and pop" motels and the Alamo Plaza, the nation's
first identifiable chain. A chapter on "place product packaging" is followed by two
chapters on motel franchising; the evolving motel room; extended treatment of the
most successful single natiomil chain, Holiday Inn; and an analysis of the parallel
development of motels and urbanization in Albuquerque. Keenly aware of the tentative nature of their work, the authors conclude with a suggested agenda for future
.research.
Some of this ground has been covered by earlier scholars; many of their contentions are predictable. However, the authors provide some intriguing insights. "Mom
and pop" motels were one of the few growth industries of the Depression. The
transition of motel rooms from replicas of what travelers were used to at home to
showcases of modern conveniences and, ultimately, at times even escapes from
reality is fascinating. Their coverage of the rise of various types of chains, from
small collections ofIoo~ely linked "referral" motels to regional and national groupings of motels under various ownership arrangements is solid and useful. The authors convey a distinct sense of nostalgia and identification when tracing the "mom
and pops," but they explain convincingly why late twentieth-century travelers
gravitated to~ard facilities offered by undifferentiated and highly institutionalized
chains.
Many good books raise more questions than they answer, and The Motel in
America is a good book. This reader was occasjonally surprised by the authors'
emphasis. They devoted a great deal of attention to internal business strategies and
choices faced by motel operators, but far less to the whimsical methods by which
travelers choose a night's lodging. What percentage oftravelers actually use reservation systems and plan ahead? My gut feeling is that most travelers are so unaware of
marketing strategies of chain operators that they often miss· subtle differences between chain facilities in landscaping, signage, and architecture for the simple reason
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that they arrive in a city fatigued, after a long day's drive and after dark. Once they
locate a vacancy at a decent price, all they want is comfort, cleanliness, and quiet.
Perhaps, as the authors suggest, the typical traveler is more discriminating than this
reviewer.
Mark S. Foster
University of Colorado at Denver
Remaking the Agrarian Dream: New Deal Rural Resettlement in the Mountain
West. By Brian Q. Cannon. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1996. x + 195 pp. 1lIustrations, map, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
Brian Cannon has written a significant book, one that holds import not just for
the history of the resettlement movement, but for the implications of the westering/
frontier process. The unvarnished facts of the New Deal resettlement program in
the Rocky Mountain West are well-known. Before 1945, when the projects were
liquidated, over one thousand farm families were moved onto twelve resettlement
projects, at a cost of over nine million dollars.
The success or failure of this New Deal experiment in social engineering has
been intensely debated. Using the push/pull methodology of Marcus Hansen, Cannon observes that the historic factors of drought, financial ruin, insect plagues, and
social interplay induced the farmers to migrate-the same causative mentality that
propelled their grandfathers west. The pull motivation was provided by newspaper
promotion, oral and written communications of friends, relatives, and countrymen-dreams that had served as a western magnet for generations.
How well did the relocatees adapt to their new, often strange, environment? In
sum, was there a new man created inside those bib overalls? Cannon observes that
Walter Prescott Webb and Donald Worster, let alone the new rural historians, have
all prognosticated that technology, work rhythms, and social structure of this transfigured environment fashioned a new landscape, a new breed of man. Cannon does
not equivocate: the relocatees' experience with irrigation " ... confirm the validity
of Walter Prescott Webb's insight that the arid western landscape was capable of
producing new men and women" (p. 71).
Granted that a new societal species of men and women were born on the resettlement frontier, but what was the attitudinal topology of this transformed man?
Edward Banfield portrayed the relocatees as aggressive, irrational, power hungry
individuals. Marion Clawson perceived the primary problem for relocatees as one of
education-the absence thereof. Sidney Baldwin claimed the relocatees were hampered by tradition-they simply did not know their own minds. All in all, scholars
have generally agreed that relocatees basically failed in their Toynbee-like response
to the challenges inherent in the resettlement program. Cannon wryly notes that the
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"... view that frontier residents faced a difficult challenge in reconciling roseate
images with disappointing realities, and therefore succumbed to vicious, irrational
impulses-originally advanced as a hypothesis-figures prominently. in many recent writings on western history" (p. 95).
Does Cannon agree with the "New West" historiography? Not really. Combining the status politics and class politics model of Seymour Lipset and Richard
Hofstadter with the theorems ofUlfHimmestrand and Lester Milbank, who differentiate expressive protest (those who primarily emote) and instrumental protest
(those who utilize language to influence action), Cannon discovers in the resettlement mode both expressive and instrumental protest. Notwithstanding the politics
of expediency, the financial embroglio, the difficulties of contending with technological and environmental lifestyles, Cannon finds most settlers sought accommodation with the new world.
Cannon concludes that the New West historians may be accurate in contending
that the frontier Iifeways induced extreme levels .of violence, brutish behavior, and
vicious victimization, but the relocatee's experience does not buttress the thesis
that the frontier environment wrought social disintegration. With Remaking the
Agrarian Dream, Brian Cannon joins Walter Prescott Webb, Allan Bogue, Marion
Clawson, and Donald Worster in providing an interpretive ethos for the frontier
settlement experience-good company.
Gene M. Gressley
University of Wyoming
Professor Emeritus
The Story of Big Bend National Park. By John Jameson. (Austin: Univ~rsity of
Texas Press, 1996. xvi + 196 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index.
$35.00 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
Even four decades later, the wildness of the Big Bend ofTexas continues to lure
John Jameson to this unique desert wilderness preserve. His first visit in the 1950s,
in fact, offered him the foundation for a life-long professional career in documenting
the people, the events, and the oddities of a now fifty-three year old national park
that because of its uniqueness continues to receive little attention in the historical
evolution of the National Park Service and its properties.
The Story ofBig Bend National Park, although the most recent history, is not
Jameson's first on this little visited corner of Texas that gets its geographic identity
from the slow-flowing bend of the Rio Grande as it loops its path downstream from
El Paso en route to the Gulf of Mexico. Jameson's Big Bend National Park: The
Formative Years (EI Paso: Texas Western Press, 1987) was the first and remains the
definitive nuts and bolts history of the park.
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His latest work, however, is not entirely new. Rather it is a rework of his tenyear old book that expanded on The Formative Years, yet apparently received little
circulation or recognition. Big Bend ofthe Rio Grande: Biography ofa National Park
(New York: Peter Lang, 1987) is difficult to find in the normal channels of scholarly
research and has been overlooked by contemporary Big Bend writers.
Jameson's current rewrite and expansion of this biography offers recreational
as well as scholarly reading, is well researched and documented, and fortunately fills
a void in Big Bend research that his 1987 work would have achieved but for its
commercial and scholarly obscurity.
Although The Story ofBig Bend is essentially Big Bend on the Rio Grande, all
but a decade later and under a different name and new cover, its contribution is
invaluable. The re-edited history of the park couples the past with a new prologue
that places Big Bend into the Park Service's Mission 66 project and an epilogue that
defines real-time issues of the park, such as its air quality and its wildlife, at the
threshold of the millennium.
The Story ofBig Bend is a valuable resource in the study ofthe nation's parks,
particularly when viewed on a case study basis. From a point in the mid-1930s,
whenBig Bend's potential as a national park was first recognized, until the end of
the century, Jameson has illustrated a gleaming but little recognized example of the
intricacies of the issues of preservation and use of our natural scenic and environmental resources.
New challenges confront Big Bend National Park that, as Jameson illustrates,
historically have received little attention as a player in the larger issues ofpreservation and as a full-fledged member of the National Park Service.
Without Jameson's work, Big Bend's rightful place among the elite few of the
nation's natural wonders might yet remain obscure and undocumented.
John R. Moore
University of Texas at El Paso
Narrative of the Incas. By Juan de Betanzos. Translated and edited by Roland
Hamilton and Dana Buchanan. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996. xviii +
326 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth, $17.95
paper.)
This is an exceptionally significant volume because Betanzos was uniquely
well informed about imperial Inca oral traditions. A fluent speaker and translator of
the Quechua language, the author married the former child bride of the last emperor,
and resided with her in Cuzco where he gained access to aristocratic informants.
Commissioned by the Viceroy in 1551, and finished in 1557, the Narrative has two
parts. The first, with forty-eight chapters, chronicles royal history from creation
through the death of Emperor Huayna Capac (from smallpox in 1527). The thirty-
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four chapters of Part II tell a marvelous story of the Spanish conquest from the Inca
point of view. This is the first English translation ofthe complete Palma de Mallorca
manuscript discovered in the 1980s. Hamilton and Buchanan are to be commended
for the timely, high quality translation and editing of this valuable document.
The work provides a wealth of information on the politics, laws, economics,
calendrics, rituals, and beliefs of the ruling nobility. The accuracy of what Incas said
about their organization is less debatable than what they said about their history.
Similar to Washington D.C., Cuzco was split between two major parties with numerous factions, each viewing and using history in its own way. One faction included Betanzos' Inca wife and her royal family who viewed imperial expansion as
beginning late in the dynasty with the ninth ruler. Representing a different faction,
the Inca Garcilaso's 1609 Royal Commentaries proposed earlier, more gradual expansion, that now has archaeological support. Although divine intervention figured
in Inca oral traditions, Betanzos kept the recounting of miracles to a minimum and
did not sensationalize indigenous lore. He wrote about Cuzco's inhabitants with
great understanding and dignity. His treatise is cardinal reading for anyone interested in the Inca or ancient civilization in general.
Michael E. Moseley
University ofFlorida
Kit Carson: Indian Fighter or Indian Killer? Edited by R.C. GordonMcCutchan. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1996. xiv + 105 pp. Notes,
index. $24.95.)
Historians recently seem ever more inclined to vilify the dead for not living up
to present standards or conforming to contemporary values. The five essays in this
volume, originally presented at a symposium organized by the Kit Carson Historic
Museum in Taos, New Mexico in 1993, specifically counter recent negative.views
of Kit Carson. But they are more than mere polemics. They make excellent reading
for any student of history interested in what historians do, why they do it, and how
they do it.
.
For example, Darlis Miller's essay considers the historical roots of Carson's
legend as developed in dime novels, concluding' that the image created there still
shapes public perceptions of Carson. Lawrence Kelly reviews ~he historiography of
Carson's military campaign against the Navajo in the 1860s. He decries the
"presentism" of recent·accounts, taking to task in particular Clifford Trafzer's The
Kit Carson Campaign: The Last Great Navajo War {1982).
Marc Simmons traces negative depictions of Carson as reflected in contemporary popular media, asserting, "The anti~Cars'on utterances that are hurled like
brickbats these days have nothing to do with the honest promotion of history" (p.
77). Robert Utley seconds this view, asking that "Kit Carson be allowed to live in
his own world rather than in yours and mine" (p. 91).
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R.C. Gordon-McCutchan has written the most controversial of the essays. He
offers a textual analysis of Clifford Trafzer's work, claiming Trafzer wants to convince readers that the Navajo campaign was a "slaughter of innocents" (p. 23).
Instead, he notes, "We must condemn white culture for perceiving Indians as inferior savages" and that "We must also condemn Navajo culture for perceiving all
those who were not Dine as culturally justified prey" (p. 44).
No doubt these essays will raise tempers and fists. But they also embody the
lively craft of history.
Michael L. Olsen
New Mexico Highlands University
Change in. the American West: Exploring the Human Dimension. Edited by
Stephen Tchudi. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1996. xii + 257 pp. Illustrations, map, chart, notes, bibliographies. $14.95 paper.)
One of the main purposes behind this volume of essays, fiction, poetry, and
photographs is "the implicit argument that one can discuss the humanities-yard or
tower-in diverse genres and media," a necessary argument to make in these times of
increasing specialization (p. xi). To this end, editor Stephen Tchudi brings the work
of scholars, creative writers, and photographers together to ponder the idea of
change in the American West. The result is an impressionistic collection of thoughts
and feelings lacking a coherent theme other than the general idea that change does
indeed take place. In an effort to discuss the humanities as bearers of greater understanding and meaning for our daily lives, the works presented here provide little
more than a reminder that life experience infuses the humanities, and that life is
about change.
The first essay, "Bury the Dead and Pay the Rent: Practicing the Humanities in
the Changing West" by J. Edward Chamberlin, sets the tone for the collection, both
in its goals and flaws. In a series of anecdotes, Chamberlin roams the West (broadly
defined) discussing a British Columbian poet, Jamaican reggae musician Bob Marley,
Australian aborigines, Martin Luther King Jr., Woody Guthrie, William Blake, and
Kutenai Chief Camille Joseph, among others. The stories presented by this diverse
group, argues Chamberlin, provide a "center of belief from which we can move out
to live with others" (p. 19). Unfortunately, the central ideas are so wide open to
interpretation that no conclusion can be reached, agreed, and acted upon.
The same holds true for the collection of works as a whole. They individually
provide various degrees of understanding and insight (most notably Hal Rothman's
and Mike Davis' comments from a panel discussion at the 1995 Environmental
History Conference in Las Vegas), but together do not provide a unified statement
or view concerning change in the American West. The poetry and photo essays
suffer the most here since neither receive discussion, analysis, or even a context in
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which to place them. Without a coherent theme, the work as a whole fails to provide
the meaning and understanding it seeks to impart. This volume provides glimpses of
the diverse concerns of humanists in the West, but leaves those concerns fleeting and
iS9lated, like a bumper-sticker on a: passing Winnebago.
Charles J. Shindo
Louisiana State University
A Song to the Creator: Traditional Arts of Native American Women of the Plateau. Edited by Lillian A. Ackerman. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1996. xvi + 174 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, bibliography, notes, index.
$18.95 paper.)

Designed as a catalogue to accompany an exhibition of the same title, A Song to
the Creator has value well beyond that initial aim. A series of interviews, short
essays, and commentaries by contemporary academics, curators, and Native women
of the Plateau appear together with excerpts from older anthropological material.
These sources highlight the diversity of art forms associated with women in a region
that has long been overshadowed in published literature by the more dramatic neighboring cultures of the Northwest Coast and the Plains. Wedged between the Rocky
Mountains and the Cascades, Plateau groups such as the Yakama, Umatilla, Lillooet,
Kutenai, and Nez Perce have been seen as absorbing characteristics, practices, and
artistic impulses from other locations. Honest analysis, however, suggests that the
exchange of ideas went both ways, with Plateau artists offering much in the interchange. By focusing on five areas in which women of the Plateau exhibit pronounced
creativity-storytelling, weaving, hideworking, beadworking or applied arts, and
music-thisvolumetakes an important step in drawing more attention to the region
and its arts.
While achieving these aims, A Song to the Creator also emphasizes the strength
of women in the Plateau. Ackerman's previous work has explored issues concerning
women and power in Native North America, and her introductory historical analysis of the Plateau sets the stage for the women whose voices fill the ensuing pages
and whose creativity is highlighted. From the legend of Tsagaglalal or "She Who
Watches," an ancient chief who was turned into a rock by the trickster coyote so she
could always watch over her people, to the complex roles of contemporary women
in social, political, and creative life, A Song to the Creator follows a difficult path in
intertwining Native voices and stories with more conventional academic history and
anthropology. While not always successful, it does make a valiant attempt to give
equal weight to Native voices. In fact, several of the "academic" essays have little if
anything to offer that their authors have not previously published while other less·
conventional passages make important contributions.
Of the five artforms, weaving receives the greatest attention, with good cause.
The women of the Plateau have long excelled in diverse basketry techniques and
styles that make the area one of the finest basket making centers in the world.
Learned from mothers and grandmothers, the practice has been kept alive by the
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creative spirit of these artists. As Minnie Marie Siockish, a Klikitat and Yakama
weaver, observes, such cherished arts were almost lost with the influx of modern
ways, but today more Plateau people are engaged in traditional activities. Fiftyeight black-and-white photographs, many dating from the early twentieth century,
show women making or wearing the art they have created, and thirty-two color
plates of works in public and private collections provide undeniable proof of the
visual power ofthe Plateau arts that this volume honors.
Joyce M. Szabo
University ofNew Mexico
John Slocum and the Indian Shaker Church. By Robert H. Ruby and John A.
Brown. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1996. xx + 300 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95.)
To most Americans, the term "Shaker" suggests the followers of prophet Ann
Lee, a group that numbered about 8,000 members by 1850 but one that has declined
to only a handful today. These eastern Shakers are famous for their vision of shared
male-female social roles, a variety of inventions, and superbly crafted furniture.
But the term "Shaker" carries another meaning for those familiar with Western
American History: the Indian Shaker Church (lSC) of the Pacific Northwest, founded
by Squaxin spiritual leader John Slocum and his wife Mary Thompson in 1882-83.
In this solid monograph, Ruby and Brown trace the ISC movement from its inception to the present day.
In 1882, hard-drinking John Slocum underwent a "near death" experience and
began to proclaim a message of right living for his people. When he fell seriously ill
the next year, his wife Mary became filled with the Holy Spirit and involuntarily
shook over him, whereupon he recovered. Incorporating bells, candles, crosses,
holy pictures, and Christian rhetoric, the ISC placed its emphasis on freely given
healing ceremonies and soon found a receptive Native audience.
Although local Indian Agent Edwin Eells and his Congregational minister brother
Myron denounced this "half Catholic" faith, ISC success in curing Native alcoholics
dampened white opposition. As it grew, the movement melded Catholicism,
Presbyterianism, and Native beliefs into a syncretic whole. With the ISC, traditional
Tamahnous curing ceremonies topk on new life. Traditional potlatches evolved into
ISC Fall Conventions. Traditional ~inter gatherings became New Year's Eve ceremonies, and so on. After about forty years of growth, competition emerged from
local Pentecostal churches. Slocum had initially argued that since his people could
not read, God had sent his message to them through revelation and shaking, not
through Scripture. But the Pentecostals, which advocated similar healing ceremonies, insisted also on Bible reading, and eventually the Indian Full Gospel Church
(lFGC) broke from the ISC, although the two groups still attend one another's
services.
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While the Indian Shaker faith is legally incorporated to function fully as a
denomination, defections to Pentecostals and traditional Native faiths, as well as
"dimi~ished spirituality," make the authors uncertain as to its future (p. 234).
Although one might wish for a bit more analysis in spots-especially regarding the
various claims of spiritual healing and the impact of Pentecostalism-this is the best
overview of the Indian Shaker movement now available.
Ferenc M. Szasz
University ofNew Mexico
Like A Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee. By
Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior. (New York: The New Press, 1996.
xiii + 343 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $25.00.)
Written by Native Americans Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior, Like
a Hurricane delivers a powerful critique of Indian movements in the sixties and
seventies. Focusing on three main events, the occupation of Alcatraz Island, the
takeover of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) office in Washington, D.C., and the
siege at Wounded Knee, the authors are able to demonstrate the essence of the Indian
movement, including its successes and failures.
Like a Hurricane begins by providing a strong foundation for the Indian movement in the sixties and seventies. Smith and Warrior detail the discriminatory and
racist treatment of native people and the BIA's failure to work with and for Indian
tribe.s. They paint a pict.ure of poverty, political powerlessness, and a legacy of
poor Indian/white governmental relations. Included is background information on
prominent activists; including native women.
In the authors' inspection of the Indian movement they take to task actions of
the federal and local governments, law enforcement agencies, biased actions of the
mainstream, and many of the actions of tribal representatives and tribal organizations. Through a very close examination of the occupation of Alcatraz, the takeover
of the BrA building, and the siege at Wounded Knee, Smith and Warrior show the
strength, determination, and courage of native activists in their search for a better
life, equality, respect, and justice. Admirably, this work does not completely glorify
the Indian struggle, but it offers a balanced representation which takes into account
the negative aspects of their struggle such as their· contradictions and divisions.
Like a Hurricane is well-written and its scholarship is sound. The writing is
organized and clear and leaves a very human, personal, and informative story of
strength, struggle, and survival. Equally effective is the authors' use of a wide range
. of documents found in archives in California, New Mexico, Minnesota, and Washington, D.C., anq the use of governmental records; contemporary press accounts,
letters, and sixty interviews to support their claims.
Like a Hurricane is a carefully researched, readable, and energetic book that can
be seen as representing a new and updated version of Stan Steiner's The New Indians
(Delta Books, 1968), which was limited in its scope and research. Not intending to
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detract from The New Indians, but, as a resource, Like a Hurricane provides a more
thorough and current study ofIndian movements. I highly recommend this book and
believe that it is of value to scholars and academics in the fields of native studies,
cultural studies, political science, U.S. West, and sociology.
Irene S. Vernon
Colorado State University
An Apache Life-Way: The Economic, Social, and Religious Institutions of the
Chiricahua Indians. By Morris Edward Opler. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996. xxi + 500 pp. Illustrations, map, chart, table, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $22.50 paper.)
Morris Edward Opler (1907-1996), the dean of Apachean ethnography and
ethnology, began fieldwork among the Chiricahua Apaches in 1931, when very little
was known about them that had not been drawn from tales of the Wild West and the
last Indian wars. The result of that research was An Apache Life-Way, first published in 1941. It was, according to the introduction by Charles R. Kaut, the basic
ethnographic document in the study of the Apaches and the cornerstone of Opler's
plan to document Apachean societies.
The vast amount of information Opler amassed is conveyed in a simple, absorbable manner. Opler begins with an Apache person's conception and progresses
through birth, infancy, childhood, puberty, youth, marriage, adulthood, and the
social, political, and economic interactions that make up a complete life. As he
describes each stage of that life, he explains through his informants' illustrations and
memories the practices, beliefs, skills, and attitudes that set the Apache culture
apart.
Opler's informants during his ethnographical research were Chiricahua men and
women who had reached maturity in the nineteenth century before Anglo Americans
flooded their homeland. The world they and he portray was one of close relationship between the natural and the supernatural worlds, of traditional occupations of
gathering, hunting, raiding, and of elaborate puberty rites that ushered young people
into adulthood. Today's readers will probably be struck by the strictly regulated
social interaction between the individual and his or her relatives by marriage, a
combination of avoidance and obligation based on respect.
An Apache Life-Way, reprinted by the University of Nebraska Press, is still a
valuable resource for understanding Apachean culture. It is quite readable and generally free of technical terminology. The only negative with this reprint is the uniformly fuzzy quality of the photographs, which did not reproduce well. Otherwise,
the beginning student, the general reader, and the professional scholar will still find
it a valuable source book.
Mary Jane Warde
Oklahoma State University
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Re-imagining the Modern American West: A Century of Fiction, History, and
Art. By Richard W. Etulain. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1996. xxviii
+ 241 pp. Illustrations, table, notes, index. $45.00 cloth, $17.95 paper.)

No one knows more about western writing than Richard Etulain, and very few
have provided as many insights into so many of its aspects. Etulain's work is
particularly valuable because his expertise lies as much in fiction and the literature
of popular culture as in the standard sorts of historical writing. He respects the
differences in terrain among these areas, but he crosses borders as easily as James
Bond with a 007 passport. His work of the past several years has focused on longterm trends in perspective and interpretation and on difficult questions about the
shaping influences on western writers, from the broadest cultural currents to the
roles of personality and scholarly mentors.
Re-imagining the Modern American West is a culmination of years of dedicated
research and thought on how the West, however we choose to define it, has been
presented by novelists, historians, and artists in the twentieth century. No bookshelf claiming the basics of western history should bl~ without it.
The book's structure holds no surprises. Etulain divides the many interpretations of the West into three broad periods: the West as frontier, as region, and the
"postregional" West. In each he considers, in turn, novels, histories, and art. The
guiding view of the first period was the West as a shaping force on a rising nation; in
the second it was an area of enduring physical and social distinctiveness. The huge
changes set loose by World War II produced the postregional West. It seems to be
defined by its lack of definition-a recognition of persistent diversity and flux. The
book's value lies not in this interpretive framework, which is pretty standard, but in
Etulain's deft handling of each, his sure-handed, succinct commentaries that weave
together an enormous body of material.
Etulain considers all the basic figures-Frank Norris, Owen Wister, the several
"Freds" (Turner, Paxson, Remington), Charles Lummis, Mary Austin, Thomas Hart
Benton, Georgia O'Keeffe, Patricia Limerick, Richard White, Wallace Stegner, and
other predictables. He also brings into the tent many others not so familiar to
general readers-James Malin, Mary Hallock Foote, and Carey McWilliams-and
still others whom even specialists may know only glancingly-Carlos Bulosan, H.
L. Davis, Ed Ruscha, and H.G. Merriam. He is a bit less sure of himself among
artists, but the full performance is greatly satisfying. Hopefully, Etulain's excellent
book is not his magnum opus but an anticipation of more to come.
Elliott West
University ofArkansas, Fayetteville
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Texas Wanderlust: The Adventures of Dutch Wurzbach. By Douglas V. Meed.
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1997. xiii + 210 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
In 1846, eight-,-year-old Emil Frederick Wurzbach emigrated with his family
from Germany to Texas. After a long, colorful life, he died in 1930. Fifteen years
before his death, he had dictated his memoirs, later published by the Yanaguana
Society. His great-grandson, Douglas V. Meed, a retired journalist and freelance
writer, first encountered Wurzbach's written story as a sixth grader, shelving books
at the San Antonio Public Library. In the present volume, Meed, using the published
memoirs as a base, offers a full-length biography of his progenitor.
Nicknamed "Dutch" by frontiersman Robert S. Neighbors, Wurzbach's early
life redefines the term "character." Before reaching his twenty-first birthday, the
young immigrant had twice run away from home, (briefly) been employed in a San
Antonio blacksmith shop, narrowly escaped Indian attack, served two stints as a
muleskinner and bullwhacker for the United States Army (venturing as far West as
Fort Yuma, Arizona Territory, and as far north as Fort Riley, Kansas), volunteered
for the Texas Rangers, joined a filibustering expedition into Sonora, mined for gold in
Mexico's Santa Cruz Mountains, and acted as a teamster in the Mormon Expedition
of1857.
Dutch returned to San Antonio in late 1859 and married early the following
year. Farming hardly suited him, so he tried ranching until the onset of the Civil War.
He joined a Texas cavalry regiment and fought in the Trans-Mississippi theater in
the battles of Newtonia, Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, and Yellow Bayou. Taken sick
after the latter engagement, Wurzbach returned home to San Antonio. There he and
his wife had thirteen children, operated a small ranch, and eventually opened a
general store.
This is an engaging book about one of the genuine characters of Texas history.
Texas Wanderlust seeks to be a "life and times" biography, placing Wurzbach's
experiences in a broad general context. In this, Meed is only partially successful,
occasionally straying too far away from the main subject-Dutch Wurzbach-as he
supplements his protagonist's personal experiences with broader descriptions of
associated events. But to his credit, Meed avoids the tendency to overstate his
relative's contributions to history, instead satisfying himself with describing a lively
young man's efforts to remain free of life's mundane chores. As Dutch himself
explained his decision to leave the blacksmith's trade: "I did not stay long at it, it
was too hard work for me. So I went herding mules for the Govermnent" (p. 29).
Robert Wooster
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Book Notes

Tom Horn: Last of the Bad Men. By Jay Monaghan. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997. xv + 293 pp. lllustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1946 edition with an introduction by Larry D. Ball.
Cesar Chavez: A Triumph of Spirit. By Richard Griswold del Castillo
and Richard A. Garcia. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997.
xvii + 206 pp.lllustrations, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1995 edition..
When Indi~ns Became Cowboys: Native Peoples and Cattle Ranching
in the American West. By Peter Iverson. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. xxi + 266 pp. lllustrations, map, notes, bibliography,
index. $15.95 paper. ) Reprint of the 1994 edition with a new author's
preface.
The Pueblo Revolt of 1680: Conquest and Resistance in SeventeenthCentury New Mexico. By Andrew L. Knaut. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. xx + 248 pp. lllustrations, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1995 edition.
Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick's Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War. By Robert Ryal Miller. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1997. xv + 232 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1989 edition.
Alex Posey: Creek Poet, Journalist, and Humorist. By Daniel F.
Littlefield, Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997.330 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.) Reprint of the
1992 edition.
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The Westerners: A Roundup of Pioneer Reminiscences. Compiled and
annotated by John Myers Myers. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1997. xiv + 258 pp. Index. $13.00 paper.) Reprint of the 1969 edition.
Covered Wagon Women: Diaries and Letters from the Western Trails,
1852. Vol. 5: The Oregon Trail. Edited and compiled by Kenneth L. Holmes
and David C. Duniway. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997. xiii
+ 320 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $14.00 paper.) Reprint of the 1986
edition with a new introduction by RuthB. Moynihan.
Hacienda: A Novel. By Albert R. Booky. (Santa Fe, New Mexico:
Sunstone Press, 1997.220 pp. $16.95 paper.)
Re-Riding History: Horseback over the Santa Fe Trail. By Curtiss Frank.
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone Press, 1997.253 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes. $30.00.)
To Be A Warrior. By Robert Barlow Fox. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone
Press, 1997. 128 pp. $12.95 paper.)
Hernando de Soto: A Savage Quest in the Americas. By David Ewing
Duncan. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. xxxvii + 570 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21.9~ paper.) Reprint
of the 1996 edition.
The Mountain Chant: A Navajo Ceremony. By Washington Matthews.
(Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1997. xxvii + 89 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the U.S. Bureau of
Ethnology, Fifth Annual report, 1883-84, with a new foreword by Paul
Zolbrod.
Basin-Plateau Aboriginal Sociopolitical Groups. By Julian H. Steward. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1997. 346 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1938 edition.
Helen Hunt Jackson and Her Indian Reform Legacy. By Valerie Sherer
Mathes. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. xiii + 235 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.) Reprint of the
1990 edition.

News Notes

This issue, October 1997, concludes the NMHR's 1997 publications. Robert Himmerich y Valencia continues as the Editor while working on two manuscripts, the siege of Cuzco and Spanish-Pueblo relations in the seventeenth century and serving on the Boards of the New
Mexico Endowment Jor·the Humanities and the Rocky Mountian Latin
American Studies Association. In July, Elaine Carey assumed the position of Managing Editor after returning from a Fulbright scholarhip in
Mexico where she conducted research on gender and the 1968 Mexican
Student Movement. Jerry Davis continues in the position of Associate
Editor/Book Review Editor while working on his disseration about
Native American higher education supported by research grants from
the University of New Mexico and the University of Oklahoma. Tony
Goodrich returned to the Review in the fall of 1996 as the Adminstrative
Assistant after a one-:-year absence. Also on staff is Carlos Salomon, an
Assistant Editor and a Center for Regional Studies fellow, who is working on a study of Pio Pico and the fight for California land after the
Mexican-American War. Javier Marion continues as an, Assistant Editor while working on his dissertation about Juana Azurbuy de Padilla,
an important figure in Bolivia's independence movement. Shirley
Linder, Editorial Assistant, continues to work on her M.A. while publishing articles on Doc Holliday and other topics about the U.S. West.
Carlos Herrera, Reseach Historian, received a Graduate Fellowship and
took leave to teach UNM's History of New Mexico.class. He continues
research on Juan Bautista de Anza. Scott Hughes, Research Historian,
is currently involved in a research and writing project on New Mexico
history. Bunny Wong interned with the Review for the summer before
going to the University of London to study medieval English literature.
William deBuys, author of Enchantment and Exploitation and River of
Traps, will deliver the 1997 Calvin P. Horn Lectures in Western History and Culture. The series, entitled "West by Southwest: Landscapes
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of Uncertain Nature," will commence on Sunday, 2 November 1997 at
3 :00 p.m. with a talk on "A Conversation Gospel of Uncertainty." Lectures scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, 3-4 November 1997, will
address "Reading Landscapes 1: Rivers and Deserts" and "Reading
Landscapes 2: Woodlands and Forests." These begin at 7:00 p.m. The
last lecture, "Reflections from the Downstream West," starts at 3 :00
p.m, on Wednesday, 5 November 1997. All lectures will take place in
the Kiva Lecture Hall, Room 104, at the University of New Mexico
(UNM). DeBuys' lectures are the thirteenth in a series funded by the
late Calvin P. Horn, Albuquerque businessman, author, and former UNM
regent. The lectures will form the foundation of a book to be published
by the UNM Press. The Horn Lectures are cosponsored by the Department of History, the Graduate School, and UNM Press.
The Committee for the Sesquicentenario del Tratado de Guadalupe
Hidalgo announce the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo l50th Anniversary
Symposium, 13-15 February 1998, in Santa Fe, New Mexico. For more
information, please contact Celina Rael, Chair/Sesquicentenario del
Tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo/Plaza Resolana/40 1 Old Taos Highway/
Santa Fe, New Mexico 875011(505) 982-8539.
On 31 July 1997, artist Kenneth Tunnel in conj unction with Master Productions released "66 and More." Tunnel, an Oklahoma artist, traveled
over 28,000 miles making personal visits along Route 66. Tunnel has
exhibited his work on post offices across the Southwest, the Oklahoma
governor's mansion, the Texas state capitol, and dozens of museums
from Florida to California. For information contact Tunnel at (405) 7373739 or Master Productionsll 0524 Goldenrod Lane/Midwest City, Oklahoma 73130-7023.
After successful exhibitions at the Museum of Fine Arts in Santa Fe
and the Snite Museum of Art at the University of Notre Dame, Spirit
Ascendant-The Art and Life of Patrocifio Barela, will open on Sunday, 12 October 1997 at the Albuquerque Museum. The exhibition was
inspired by the book Spiritual Ascendant by Edward Gonzalez and David
Witt, with photography by Michael O'Shaughnessy and Murrae Haynes.
For more information on the exhibit, contact Allen Landis the Albuquerque Museum (505) 243-7255. For more information on the book
Spirit Ascendant, please contact Daniel Kosharek at Red Crane Books,
(505) 988-7070.
The Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, Texas recently aquired three
works by Georgia O'Keeffe. The painting White Birch (1925) is a promised gift from Ruth Carter Stevenson, President of the Board of Trust-
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ees. White Birch is currently on view in the exhibition Gems from the
Collection. The two new drawings, Untitled (1915-16) and Drawing
No. 18 (1919) are partial gifts from the Georgia O'Keeffe Foundation.
For further information, please contact the museum's Public Relations
Office
at
(817)
738-1933
or
via
e-mail:
ruthann.rugg@cartermuseum.org. Photographs are available on request.
The Native American Spiritual Cultural Council at the Indiana State
Prison is requesting donations of Native American newspapers, magazines, and audiovisual tapes on Native American topics. Please send
donations to Native American Spiritual Council, c/o: Rev. Paul Young,
Chaplain's Office/Indiana State Prison/P.O. Box 41!Michigan City, Indiana 46361-0041.
The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies in the Department of History at Southern Methodist University in Dallas welcomes
applications for two research fellowships. The Clements Research Fellowship in Southwest Studies is open to any field in the humanities and
social sciences from individuals researching the Southwest. The
Summerlee Research Fellowship is specifically designed for the study
of Texas history. Fellowship holders would spend the 1998-99 academic year at SMU as research fellows of the Clements Center. The
fellows will be expected to teach one course during th~ two":"semester
. duration and participate in Center activities while completing a booklength manuscript. The fellows will have the support of the Center and
access to the DeGolyer Library. Both fellowships carry a stipend of
$30,000, health benefits, modest allowance for research and travel expenses, and support for publication of the book. Applicants should' send
a vita, research project description, sample chapter, and three letters of
reference. Send applications to David Weber, Director/Clements Center for Southwest Studies/Department of History/ Southern Methodist
University/Dallas, Texas 75275-0176. Applications must be received
by 15 January 1998. For more information see http://www.smu.edu/
~swcenter/.

The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies also offers an
annual fellowship to encourage more intensive use of the special collections at the DeGolyer Library. Research fellows receive $1,000 for
a period of not less than a month to be used for primary research. For
more information, contact Jane Elder, Associate Director/Clements
Center for Southwest Studies/Southern Methodist Universi!y/Dallas,
Texas 75275-0176/(214) 768-3684/fax (214) 768-4129/ e-mail:
swcenter@mail.smu.edu.
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CALL FOR PAPERS. Paper and session proposals in all areas of history are welcome for the41st Annual Missouri Valley History Conference to be held in Omaha, Nebraska, 12-14 March 1998. Proposals consisting of a cover letter, abstract(s), and vitae should be sent by 31 October 1997 to Lorraine M. Gesick, MVHC Program Coordinator/Department of History/University of Nebraska at Omaha/Omaha, NE
68182.
The Salida del Sol (Sunrise) Chapter of the Old Spanish Trail Association was formed in 1996 to study, preserve, and protect the Old
Spanish Trail in New Mexico. The Chapter invites all interested tojoin
and particpate in its activities. Dues are $5.00 per year. You must also
be or become a member of the Old Spanish Trail Association. For more
information, contact Richard Greene/P.O. Box 483/Angle Fire, NM
87710.

Just published, at bookstores now-

Valley of Shining Stone
The Story of Abiquiu
LESLEY POLlNG-KEMPES
EI Valle de la Piedra Lumbre is a near-mythical place
that has been captured for the ages in the famous
paintings of Georgia O'Keeffe. Lesley Poling-Kempes
now tells the story of that land, its inhabitants, and the
saga of Ghost Ranch itself in a book that will be pure
pleasure for history buffs. $50.00 cloth / $24.95 paper
Back in Print-

History of the Lincoln County War
MAURICE G. FULTON; EDITED BY ROBERT N. MULLIN
"Crackles with murder, intrigue, and the clash of
desperate men." -Arizona and the West. $19.95 paper

The University of Arizona Press
1230 N. Park Ave., Tucson AZ 85719 0 1-800-426-3797
http://www.uapress.arizona.edu

1997 INDEX

Ackerman, Lillian, A Song of the
Creator: Traditional Arts of
Native American Women of
the Plateau, reviewed, 35960
Adams, David Wallace, Education for Extinction.' American
Indians and the Boarding
School Experience, 18751928, reviewed, 197-98
Adkins, Adam, "Secret War:
Navajo Code Talkers in
World War II," 319-347
Adler, Michael A., ed., The
Prehistoric Pueblo World:
A.D. 1150-1350, reviewed,
279-80
Akee, Dan (Navajo), 336
Alamogordo, NM, 9, 11, 80, 81
Albuquerque, NM, 23, 26, 41,
48,50,60,62, 86, 109
Allyn, Joseph Pratt, 154-155
Alonso, Ana Maria, Thread of
Blood: Colonialism, Revolution, and Gender on
Mexico's Northern Frontier,
reviewed, 130
American Art, 293-296
Anderson, Clinton P. (Senator),
24, 26, 27, 29
Anglo-Hispanic relations, 1-116
Anglo-Spanish relations, 66

Antonito, NM, 77
Apache Indians, 49, 154, 156,
167
An Apache Life-Way: The
Economic, Social, and
Religious Institutions of the
Chiricahua Indians, by
Morris Edward Opler, 362
Archaeology, 229-238
Arellano, Arnold, 85
Arellano, Juan Estevan, 10, 3137,85, 108
Arizona, 155,166,334,342,343
Amy, Governor W.F.M., 162
Ashford, Antalise "Anna", 23940
Atencio, Tomas, 53
Atkinson, William M., 252
Atomic age, 1-116
Awiakta, Marilou, 28-29
Aztec, NM, 24

Babcock, Barbara A. and Marta
Weigle, eds., The Great
Southwest of the Fred Harvey
Company and the Santa Fe
Railway, reviewed, 197
Bailey, Janet, The Good Servant:
Making Peace with the Bomb
at Los Alamos, 29
Baker, Newton D. (Secretary of

371

372

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

War), 186,191
Bandelier: The Life and Adventures of Adolph Bandelier, by
Charles H. Lange, reviewed,
271-72
Baptista, don Pedro, The Exposition on the Province of New
Mexico, 1812, reviewed, 120
Barbour, Barton H., Ritual
Ground: Bent's Old Fort,
World Formation, and the
Annexation of the Southwest,
reviewed by Douglas C.
Comer, 350
Barry, Tom, Zapata's Revenge:
Free Trade and the Farm
Crisis in Mexico, reviewed
by 1. Burton Kirkwood, 12122
Basso, Keith H., Wisdom Sits in
Places: Landscape and
Language Among the Western Apache, reviewed, 28384
Bates, Dora Matilda, 247, 252,
253
Bates, Irene M. and E. Gary
Smith, Lost Legacy: The
Mormon Office of Presiding
Patriarch, reviewed, 204
Bates, lames T., 247
Bates, Margaret, 247
Battle of Brazito, 217-38
"The Battle of Brazito: Reappraising a Lost and Forgotten
Episode in the MexicanAmerican War," by Neil C.
Mangum, 217-28
Battle of Buena Vista, 225
Begay, Thomas (Navajo), 344
Behan, John, '''Behind the Zion
Curtain': Homosexuals and
Homosexuality in the Historic and Contemporary
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Mormon-Cultural Region: A
Review Essay," by Peter
Boag, 258-66
Bellmard, Mose (Kaw), 322
Benally, John (Navajo), 327
Bender, Norman 1., Winning the
West for Christ: Sheldon
Jackson and Presbyterianism
on the Rocky Mountain
Frontier, 1869-1880, reviewed,282
Benedict, Kirby, 145, 146
Beninato, Stefanie, reviews
Waters of Zion: The Politics
of Water in Utah, ed. Daniel
C. McCool, 195-96
Bennett, John C., 262
Bennett, Patrick, reviews Beyond
Bounds: Cross-Cultural
Essays on Anglo, American
Indian & Chicano Literature,
by Robert Franklin Gish, 267
Bernalillo, NM, 53
Bernstein, Alison, 321
Berry, Susan, reviews Inventing
the Southwest: The Fred
Harvey Company and Native
American Art, by Kathleen L.
Howard and Diana F. Pardue,
268
Berry, Wendell, 31,35, 37n
Betanzos, Juan de, translated and
edited by Roland Hamilton
and Dana Buchanan, Narrac
tive of the Incas, reviewed,
356-57
Beyond Bounds: Cross-Cultural
Essays On Anglo, American
Indian & Chicano Literature,
by Robert Franklin Gish,
reviewed, 267
Billison, Sam (Navajo), 329, 343
Billy the Kid, 243-46
Biodiversity, 31-37
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Black Texas Women: 150 Years
of Trial and Triumph, by
Ruthe Weingarten, reviewed,
202
Blatchford, Paul, 335
Blocksom, Autustus C, 165
Boag, Peter, '" Behind the Zion
Curtain': Homosexuals and
Homosexuality in the Historic and Contemporary
Mormon-Cultural Region: A
Review Essay," 258-66
Boer War, 320
Bohr, Niels, 40
Bonham, Dick, 328
Borah, William (ID Senator), 182
Bourke, John P., 155
Bowman, Henry, 300
Bradbury Science Museum, 9,
11, 28
Brady, William, 239, 243-45
Brazito, NM, 217-38
"Brazito Battlefield: Once Lost,
Now Found," Charles M.
Haecker, 229-238
Breakenridge, Billy, 166
Breeden, James 0., ed., A Long
Ride in Texas: The Explorations of John Leonard
Riddell, reviewed, 270-71
Brewer, Richard, 243
British Scientists and the Man-·
hattan Project: The Los
Alamos Years, Ferenc Szasz,
30
Brooks, Hezekiah, 155
Brown, Cosey Stanley, 326
Brown, James, 303
Brown, John A. and Robert H.
Ruby, John Slocum and the
Indian Shaker Church,
reviewed, 360-61
Brown, Orson Pratt, 303
Brunk, Samuel, Emiliano Zapata:
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Revolution and Betrayal in
Mexico, reviewed, 128
Bryan, William Jennings, 178
Buchanan, Dana and Roland
Hamilton, trans. and eds.,
Juan de Betanzos, Narrative
of the Incas, reviewed, 35657
Bushnell, Samuel, 160

CA Bar Ranch, NM, 248, 250
Cahoon, Edward A., 252
Caldwell, Thomas, 222
California Gold Rush, 153
Calkins, Jerome, 155
Call, Anson Bowen, 300
Camino Real, 231, 234
Camp, Roderic Ai, ed., Polling
for Democracy: Public
Opinion and Political
Liberalization in Mexico,
reviewed, 285
Canadian Army, 322
Cannon, Brian Q., Remaking the
Agarian Dream: New Deal
Rural Resettlement in the
Mountain West, reviewed,
354-55
Carajal, Rafael (Captain), 224
Carlsbad, NM, 27
Carlson, Paul H. reviews John.
Wesley Hardin: Dark Angel
of Texas, by Leori Metz,
284-85
Casey, George M., 250
Casey, Thomas, 250
Catron, Thomas, 163, 169n, 246
Catron, Thomas B., 156
Cattle ranching, 248, 250
Chamberlain, Kathleen reviews
Now the Wolf Has Come: The
Creek Nation in the Civil
War, by Christine Schultz
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White and Benton R. White,
196
Chambers, Marjorie Bell, 17
Chamita, NM, 65
Champion Cattle Company, 248
Change in the American West:
Exploring the Human Dimension, edited by Stephen
Tchudi, 358-59
Changing Tides: Twilight and
Dawn in the Spanish Sea,
1763-1803 by Robert S.
Weddle, reviewed, 131
Chattanooga, TN, 241
Chavez, Carmen R. reviews The
Great Southwest of the Fred
Harvey Company and the
Santa Fe Railway, ed. Marta
Weigle and Barbara A.
Babcock, 197
Chavez, John R. reviews Tejano
Journey, 1779~1850, edited
by Gerald E. Poyo., 351
Chicago, IL, 343
Chicanas/Chicanos at the Crossroads: Social, Economic, and
Political Change, ed. David
R. Maciel and Isidro' D.
Ortiz, reviewed, 269-70
Chicano history, 31-37
Chihuahua, Mexico, 218, 219,
224,297
Chihuahua City, 225
Chimayo, NM, 15, 57, 72, 86, 97
China, 337
Chisum, John, 159, 161,164-65,
243, 250
Choctaw Code Talkers, 322
Christie, Follett G., 155, 159
. Church of Jesus Christ of LatterDay Saints, see Mormons,
258-66
Cimarron, NM, 145, 150n
City on the Hill, see Los Alamos,
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New Mexico, 1-116
Cloudcroft, NM, 79
Cochise, 166
Coe, AI, 247
Coe, Frank, 245
Coe, Mollie, 247
Coerver, Don M:, reviews
Understanding NAFTA:
Mexico, Free Trade, and the
New North America by
William A. Orne, Jr., 352
Coles, Robert, 156
Colligan, John B., The Juan Faez
Hurtado Expedition of 1695:
Fraud in Recruiting Colonists for New Mexico, reviewed, 123
Colonia Dublan, 300
Colonia Juarez, 305
Colorados (Red Flaggers), 299
Columbus, NM, 177, 185-87
Comanche Code Talkers, 322
Comanche Indians, 49
Comer, Douglas, Ritual Gound:
Bent's Old Fort, World
Formation, and the Annexation of the Southwest,
reviewed, 350
Commerce of the Prairies, by
Josiah Gregg, 144
Coox, Alvin, 342
Copeland, John, 245
Cordova, Gloria, 69-71
Cornwall Bridge, CT, 141, 142,
149
Corona, NM, 24, 25
The Countryside in Colonial
Latin America, ed. Louisa
Schell Hoberman and Susan
Migden Socolow, reviewed,
205
Cultural Properties Review
Committee (CPRC), 20
Cuylti, Guano (Colonel), 220
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Davis, Jerry A., reviews Education for Extinction: American
Indians and the Boarding
School Experience, 18751928, by David Wallace
Adams, 197-98
DeCourcey, James A. (Lieutenant), 220
Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA),265
Department of Energy, 59, 68,
106
"DeputyJ.B. "Billy" Mathews:
The Lincoln County War and
Other Lives," by Elvis E:
Fleming, 239-56
Diaz, Porfirio (Mexican President), 298
Dickson, Robert, 247
Dixon, NM, 34, 86
Dolan, J.1., 239, 243, 246, 247
Dominguez, Jeronimo, 11
Dofia Ana, NM, 219
Doniphan, Alexander (Colonel),
218,219,220-29
Dorman, Charles M., 155
Dulce, NM, 24
Duncan, George, 165
Duncklee, John, reviews Paradise Valley, Nevada: The
People and Buildings of an
American Place, by Howard
Wight Marshall, 199
Dunn, Timothy J., The Militarization of the U.S.-Mexico
Border, 1978-1992: Lowintensity Conflict Doctrine
Comes Home, reviewed 274
Duran, p'amela, 11
Duran, Tobias, 11
Duran-Romero, Tobias, reviews
U.S-Mexico Borderlands:
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Historical and Contemporary
Perspectives, ed. Oscar J.
Martinez, 199-200

Ealy, Taylor F. (Reverend), 245
Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding School Experience,
1875~1928, by David
Wallace Adams, reviewed,
197-98
Edwards, Frank S. (Quartermaster Sergeant), 224, 232
Edwards, Marcellus Ball, 229,
231,236
Edwards, Marcus Ball, 221
Edwards, Thomas (Private), 223
Edwards, Thomas D. (U.S.
Consul), 306
Eichstaedt, Peter H., If You
Poison Us: Uranium and
Native Americans, reviewed,
125
Einstein, Albert, 64
Eisenhower, Dwight D. (President), 27
Eizo, Hori (Japanese Major), 340
El Combate, 176
Elder, Jane Lenz, "Homesick on
the Road to Santa Fe: James
J. Webb's Private Diary,
1856," 141-51
El Mexico Olvidado: La Historia
del Pueblo Chicano, ed.
David Maciel, reviewed,
201-2
El Paso, TX, 31, 217, 219, 297
El tratado de GuadalupeHidalgo, 31
Embudo Pass, NM, 225
Emiliano Zapata: Revolution and
Betrayal in Mexico, by
Samuel Brunk, reviewed, 128
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Environmentalism, 31-37
Espanola, NM, 20,59,61,65,
66,67,68,85,87,88,98,
102
Etsicitty, Kee(Navajo), 330
Etulain, Richard W., Re-imagining the Modern American
West: A Century of Fiction,
History, and Art, reviewed,
363; ed., Researching
Western History: Topics in
the Twentieth Century,
reviewed, 286
Evans, Jacob and Fern Lyon, Los
Alamos: The First Forty
Years, 30,110
Evans, Jessie, 243, 245
The Exposition on the Province
of New Mexico, 1812, reviewed, 120

Fall, Albert B. (NM Senator),
178,180,182
"Family Secrets: The Growth of
Community at Los Alamos,"
Jon Hunner, 39-46
Farmington, NM, 27
Farquhar, Marjory, 214
Fayetteville, TN, Civil War, 241
Fermi, Enrico, 40
Fermi, Laura, Atoms in the
Family: My Life with Enrico
Fermi,109
Fern, Thomas S., 293
Feynman, Richard, 40, 41, 82
Fighting Sprawl and City Hall:
Resistance to Urban Growth
in the Southwest, by Michael
. F. Logan, reviewed, 126-27
Fire in the Mind: Science, Faith,
and the Search for Order, by
George Johnson, 52
First Missouri Mounted Volun-
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teers, 218, 219
First Missouri Volunteer Regiment, Battle of Brazito, 22225
Fisher, Leon, 40
Fisher, Phyllis, 40, Los Alamos
Experience, 109
Fitzpatrick, George, 18
Five-Day Battle, Lincoln County
War, 245
Fleming, Elvis E., "Deputy J.B.
"Billy" Mathews: The
Lincoln County War and
Other Lives", 239-56;
reviews Pioneers of the
Mesilla Valley, 117
Fletcher,Henry (Ambassador),
182
Forbes, J.L., 155
Fort Fillmore, NM, Battle of
Brazito, location of, 232
Fort Leavenworth, MO,Y 218
Fort Stanton, NM, 159, 160, 166,
242
Fort Sumner, NM, 169n, 246
Fort Union, NM, 144, 146, 147,
148,151n
Fort Whipple, AZ, 154, 155
Foster, Harold (Navajo), 329
Foster, Mark S. reviews The
Motel in America, 353-54
Fox, Steve, 11
Franklin, Wayne and Michael
Steiner, eds. Mapping
American Culture, 45n
Frazer, Robert W. Forts and
Supplies: The Role of the
Army in the Economy of the
Southwest, 1841-1861, 151n
Freedman, William (Colonel,
U.S. Army), 334
.
Fresh Air and Alcohol, by Jean
Bacher,45n
Friese, Nancy 294
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Frisch, Michael, A Shared
Authority: Essays on the
Craft and Meaning of Oral
and Public History, 14n
From Sundaggers to Space
Exploration, ed. David Hsi
and Janda Panitz, 55n
Fry, Cary M. (Major), 147, 148,
151n
Fry, Ellen 1.,147,148, 151n
Fulton, Maurice G., cited 240,
250; History of the Lincoln
County War, 254n-55n,
256n; quoted 246, 247
Furman, Necah Stewart, Sandia
National Laboratories: The
Postwar Decade, 30
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Gay and lesbian movement, 265
Gay New York: Gender, Urban
Culture, and the Making of
the Gay Male World by
George Chauncey
Gayton, Narcissus Duffy and
Ruth McDonald Boyer, 266n
Geither, James Mann, A Return
to the Village: A Study of
Santa Fe and Taos, New
Mexico, as Cultural Centers,
1900-1934 (Ph.D. diss.), 107
Gell-Mann, Murray, cited 52, 53;
The Quark and the Jaguar:
Adventures in the Simple and
Complex, 52, 55n
Germans in New Mexico 79
Gibson, George R., Journal of a
Soldier Under Kearny and
Gallegos y Chavez, Ester, The
Doniphan, 1846-1847, ed.
Northern New Mexico
Ralph P. Bieber 227n-28n .
Gibson, Robert, quoted 71
Women: A Changing Silhouette, in The Chicanos: As We
Gilbert Islands, 340
Gilberto Espinosa Prize, 152, 213
See Ourselves; ed. Arnulfo
D. Trejo, 109
. Gilcrease Institute, Tulsa, OK
Gallup, NM, 330
293-296
Garavaglia, Louis A., Firearms
Gilderhus, Mark, Diplomacy and
of the American West 1803Revolution: U.S.-Mexican
1865, with Charles G.
Relations Under Wilson and
Worman, 238n
Carranza, 193n
Gilpin, William (Major), Battle
Garceau, Dee, reviews Hard
Twist: Western Ranch
of Brazito 223, Battle of
Women, by Barbara Van
Brazito, location of 227n
Cleve, 118
Gish, Robert Franklin, Beyond
Garcia, Andres, 193n
Bounds: Cross-Cultural
Gardner, Mark L,. 149n, 150n
Essays on Anglo, American
Garrard, Lewis H.? Wah-To-Yah
Indian & Chicano Literature,
and the Taos Trail, ed. Ralph
. reviewed, 267
P. Bieber, 150n
Glasgow, Edward James, Battle
Garrard, Lewis Hector, .quoted,
of Brazito, 224
142
Gleason, Jimmie, 342
Garrett, Pat, 243, 246
Goddard, Robert M., 24
Garrison, Lindley M. (Secretary
Goe, James Buick, 166
of War), 182
Goetz, Judith Preissle, Ethno-
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graphic and Qualitative
Research Design and Why It
Doesn't Work, American
Behavioral Scientist; cowritten with Kathryn M.
Borman and Margaret D.
LeCompte, 12n
Goetzmann, William H. 293-296
Thomas Moran, the West's
Grandest Painter: A Review
Essay of Anne Morand's
Thomas Moran: The Field
Sketches, 1856-1923
(1996)",
293-196
Goldman, Anne E., Take My
Word: Autobiographical
Innovations of Ethnic American Working Women, reviewed, 208-09
Gold rush in Colorado, 242
Gomez, Arthur R., Quest for the
Golden Circle: The Four
Corners and the Metropolitan West, 1945-1970, reviewed, 129-30
Gonzalez, Abraham (Chihuahua
Governor), 299
Gonzalez, Edward, Spirit Ascendant: The Art and Life of,
277-78
Patrociiio Barela, reviewed
The Good Servant: Making
Peace with the Bomb at Los
Alamos, Janet Bailey 29
Goodwin, Governor John R.,
154, 155
Gorras Blancas, 104
Gourd Dance, 342
Grace, William, 169n
Graham, Mabel S., The Trend of
Employment in New Mexico
from July 1937 to July 1938,
in New Mexico Business
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Review, 109
Granish, Tom, photograph of 106
Gray, L.C., 156
The Great Southwest of the Fred
Harvey Company and the
Santa Fe Railway, ed. Marta
Weigle and Barbara A.
Babcock, reviewed, 197
Gregg, Josiah, Commerce of the
Prairies, 144
Commerce of the Prairies, ed.
Max L. Moorhead 150n,
quoted, 144
Grele, Ronald, History and the
Language of History in the
Oral History Interview: Who
Answers Whose Questions
and Why? in Interactive Oral
History Interviewing, 14n
Gressley, Gene M. reviews
Remaking the Agarian
Dream: New Deal Rural
Resettlement in the Mountain
West by Brian Q. Cannon,
354-55
Griffith, James S., A Shared
Space: Folklife in the Arizona-Sonora Borderlands,
reviewed, 205-6
Griswold del Castillo, Richard
reviews El MexicO Olvidado:
La Historia del Pueblo
Chicano, ed. David Maciel,
201-2
Groom, Robert, 155, 156
Groueff, Stephanie, Manhattan
Project: The Untold Story of
the Making of the Atomic
Bomb, 109
Groves, Leslie R., 25, 39, 41,
45n, 50, 51, 89
"Growing Up in Los Alamos," by
Jon Hunner, 30
Guadalcanal Campaign, 1942 321

1997 INDEX
Gutierrez, Felipe R. (Chihuahua
Governor), 299
Gutierrez, Jose Angel, reviews
Chicanas/Chicanos at the
Crossroads: Social,Economic, and Political Change,
ed. David R. Maciel and
Isidro D. Ortiz, 269-"70

Hachita, NM 297
Haecker, Charles M., Brazito
Battlefield: Once Lost, Now
Found, 229-238; A Thunder
of Cannon, Archeology of the
Mexican-American War
Battlefield of Palo Alto, 238n
Hagerman, 1.1., 250, 252
Hales, Peter Bacon, cited 40
Topographies of Power: The
Forced Spaces of the Manhattan Project, 45n
Hall, George (Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marines), 324
Hall, Jim, 14n
Hall, Linda B. and Don M.
Coerver, Revolution on the
Border: The United States
and Mexico 1910-1920,
Woodrow Wilson, Public
Opinion, and the Punitive
Expedition: A Re-Assessment, 171-94
Halstead, James A., 155
Hamilton, Paula and Kate
Darian-Smith, eds., Memory
and History in TwentiethCentury Australia, 12n
Hamilton, Roland and Dana
Buchanan, trans. and ed.,
Juan de Betanzos, Narrative
of the Incas, reviewed 35657
Hammond, George P. and
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Agapito Rey, Don Juan de
Onate, Colonizer of New
Mexico 1595-1628, 21n
Hanford, WA 25, 28, 43, 44, 80
Hard Twist: Western Ranch
Women, reviewed, 118
Hardy, B. Carmon, and Melody
Seymour, "The Importation
of Arms and the 1912 Mormon 'Exodus' from Mexico,"
297-'-318
Harper, Allen G., Man and
Resources in the Middle Rio
Grande Valley, co-written
with Andrew R. Cordova and
Kalervo Oberg, 109
Harrod, Howard L., Becoming
and Remaining a People:
Native American Religions
on the Northern Plains,
reviewed, 209
Hartford Evening Press, 154,
168n
Harvey, James D., 299
Hayden, F. V., 295
Heaton, John W., reviews The
Night Chant: A Navaho
Ceremony, by Washington
Matthews, 119
Henriksen, Paul W., Critical
Assembly: A Technical
History of Los Alamos during
the Oppenheimer Years,
1943-1945, co-written with
Lillian Hoddeson, Roger A.
Meade, and Catherine
Westfall,45n
Henriksen, Paul W., Lillian
Hoddeson, Roger A. Meade,
and Catherine Westfall,
Critical Assembly: A Technical History of Los Alamos
During the Oppenheimer
Years, 1943-1945, 30
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Herrera, Carlos, reviews The
Exposition on the Province of
New Mexico, 1812, by Don
Pedro Baptista, 120
Himmerich y Valencia, Robert,
11
Hindman, George, 244
Hird, R. L. (Lieutenant Commander, Air, South Pacific),
336
Hiroshima, Japan, 28, 43, 47,
335,
Hispanic culture, 50, 61-63, 72,
73,78,83, 85, 87-88,
Hitchock, Charles, 156,
Hoberman, Louisa Schell and
Susan Migden Socolow, eds.,
The Countryside in Colonial
Latin America, reviewed, 205
Hoddeson, Lillian, Paul W.
Henriksen, Roger A. Meade,
and Catherine Westfall,
Critical Assembly: A Technical History of Los Alamos
During the Oppenheimer
Years, 1943-1945,30
Holcomb, Thomas (Commandant,
U.S. Marine Corps), 323
Holford, Frank (Colonel, U.S.
Marines), 323
Holloman Air Force Base, 80, 81
Holm, Tom, Strong Hearts,
Wounded Souls: Native
American Veterans of the
Vietnam War, reviewed, 28182
Holt, Jack, 159,
Holt, Marilyn Irvin, Linoleum,
Better Babies, and the
Modern Farm Woman, 18901930, reviewed, 124
"Homesick on the Road to Santa
Fe: James 1. Webb's Private
Diary, 1856", by Jane Lenz
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Elder, 141-51
Houghton, Joab, 148,
House, George, 11, 80-81, 82-83
Howard, Charles Alton, 166
Howard, Guy, 166
Howard, Kathleen L., Inventing
the Southwest: The Fred
Harvey Company and Native
American Art, reviewed, 268
Hudson, A.M., 161,
Huerta, Victoriano, 173, 176,
Huggard, Christopher J., reviews
A Long Ride in Texas: The
Explorations of John
Leonard Riddell, ed. James
O. Breeden, 270-71
Huggins, Newt, 159, 169n
Hughes, Scott D., "Impact Los
Alamos": Managing Editor's
Introduction," 1-2
Hunner, Jon, 10,30,39-46;
reviews The Old Trail to
Santa Fe: Collected Essays,
by Marc Simmons, 283
Hunsaker, Lorenzo, 262
Hunter, C.L., 100
Hurley, Johnny, 245,

If You Poison Us: Uranium and
Native Americans, by Peter
H. Eichstaedt, reviewed, 125
"Impact Los Alamos Interview
Question Set", University of
New Mexico Oral History
Project, 113-116
"Impact Los Alamos": Managing
Editor's Introduction," by
Scott D. Hughes, 1-2
"Impact Los Alamos Symposia:
Audience Responses",
University of New Mexico
Oral History Project, 57-88
"Impact Los Alamos: Traditional
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New Mexico in a High Tech
World, Overview of Project
and Symposia", by Carlos
Vasquez, 3-14
Inventing the Southwest: The
Fred Harvey Company and
Native American Art, by
Kathleen Howard and Diana
F. Pardue, reviewed, 268
Ivins, Anthony W., 302,

Jaffa, Nathan, 252
JakIe, John A., Keith A. Sculle,
and Jefferson S. Rogers, The
Motel in America,. reviewed,
353-54
James, Jason W. (Captain), 252
Jameson, Alexander, Jr., 300
Jameson, Elmer (Mohawk), 322
Jameson, John, The Story of Big
Bend National Park, reviewed,355-56
Jefferson, Thomas, quoted, 29
Jeffords, Thomas J., 166
Jette, Eric, 40,
John Slocum and the Indian
Shaker Church, by Robert H.
Ruby and John A. Brown,
360-61
Johnson, Michael L, 206-8, New
Westers: The West in Contemporary American Culture,
reviewed,
Johnston, Philip 323
John Wesley Hardin: Dark Angel
of Texas, by Leon Metz, .
reviewed, 284-85
Jones, Heiskell, 161,
Jones, Maxine D., reviews, Black
Texas Women: I 50 years of
Trial and Triumph, by Ruthe
Weingarten, 202
The Juan Paez Hurtado Expedi-
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tion of I695: Fraud in
Recruiting Colonists for New
Mexico, by John B. Colligan,
reviewed, 123

Kanji, Shibata, 324
Keiyoomia, Joe, 341
King, Jimmy, 32'4
Kingsbury, George, 147, 148,
149
Kinney, Carol', quoted, 84
Kinney, John, 246
Kirkwood, J. Burton, reviews,
Zapata's Revenge: Free
Trade and the Farm Crisis in
Mexico, by Tom Barry, 12122
Kirtland, NM, 24
Kit Carson: Indian Fighter or
Indian Killer, edited by R. C.
Gordon-McCutchan, 357-58
Kleiner, Catherine B., reviews, A
Mary Austin Reader, ed.
Esther F. Lanigan, 203
Kraemer, Paul, quoted, 61-62
Kuniyoshi, Yasuo, artist, news
notes, 138
Kyushu, Japan, 340

La Battalla de los Temascalitos,
see, Battle of Brazito, 230
La Canada, NM, MexicanAmerican War, 225
La Jara, NM, 77
.Lamadrid, Enrique, quoted, 8788
Lamy, NM, 50
Lange, Charles H., Bandelier:
The Life and Adventures of
Adolph Bandelier, reviewed
271-72
"The Language of Life: A
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Festival of Poets", by Bill
Moyers, 30
Lanigan, Esther F., ed., A Mary
Austin Reader, reviewed, 203
Lansing, Robert (Secretary of
State), 182, quoted, 176
"La Querencia: La Raza
Bioregionalism", Arellano,
Juan Estevan, 31-37
La raza, 31-37
Las Cruces, NM, 23, 217
Las Vegas, NM, 75, 156, 159
Latter-day Saints, 297-318
Launius, Roger D., reviews, Lost
Legacy: The Mormon Office
of Presiding Patriarch, by
Irene M. Bates and E. Gary
Smith,204
Lea, Joseph C., 153, 157, 163,
252
Lea, Smith, 252
Leatherwood, R.N., 166
Lekson, Stephen H., reviews,
Bandelier: The Life and
Adventures of Adolph
Bandelier, by Charles H.
Lange, 271-72
Lesnet, Frank, 250
Like a Hurricane: The Indian
Movement from Alcatraz to
Wounded Knee, by Paul
Chaat Smith and Robert
Allen Warrior, 361-62
Lincoln, President Abraham, 154
Lincoln County, NM, 157
Linoleum, Better Babies, & the
Modern Farm Woman, 18901930, by Marilyn Irvin Holt,
reviewed, 124
Lipsett-Rivera, Sonya, reviews,
The Countryside in Colonial
Latin America, ed. Louisa
Schell Hoberman and Susan
Migden Socolow, 205
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Logan, Michael F., Fighting
Sprawl and City Hall:
Resistance to Urban Growth
in the Southwest, reviewed,
126-27
A Long Ride in Texas: The
Explorations of John
Leonard Riddell, ed. James
O. Breeden, reviewed, 27071
Lopez, Alfred A. Brichta, reviews, Our Lady of
Guadalupe: The Origins and
Sources of a Mexican National Symbol, 1531-1797,
by Stafford Poole., 272-73
Los Alamos, New Mexico, 1-116
"Los Alamos: Coming Down
from the Hill of Certainty",
by E.A. ("Tony") Mares, 4756
"Los Alamos: In Search of an
Identity", by Robert J.
Torrez, 15-21
"Los Alamos in the Context of
State and Nation" ,by Szasz,
Ferenc, 23-30
Los Angeles, CA, 323
Lost Legacy: The Mormon Office
of Presiding Patriarch; by
Irene M. Bates and E. Gary
Smith, reviewed, 204
Ludlow, VT, 153
Lujan, Jr., Manuel, 89
Lupsha, Peter A., reviews, The
Militarization of the U.S.Mexico Border, 1978-1992:
Low-Intensity Conflict
Doctrine Comes Home, by
Timothy 1. Dunn, 274

McBride, Bunny, Molly Spotted
Elk: A Penobscot in Paris,
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reviewed, 122-23
McCabe, William (Navajo), 328
McClain, Sally, 321'
McCloskey, William, 245,
McCombs, Joanne, 242, cited,
244
McCool, Daniel C., ed., Waters
of Zion: The Politics of
Water in Utah, reviewed,
195-96
McDonald, Dedra S., reviews,
Pioneer Children on the
Journey West, by Emmy E.
Werner, 275-76
Maciel, David R:, EI Mexico
Olvidado: La Historia del
,Pueblo Chicano, reviewed,
201-2; ed., C.hicanas/
Chicanos at the Crossroads:
Social, Economic, and
Political Change, reviewed,
269-70
McKinley, President William,
252
McLemore, Jeff (Representative),
184, 185
MacMahon, Sandra Varney,
reviews, Molly Spotted Elk:
A Penobscot in Paris, by
Bunny McBride, 122-23
McNab, Frank, 245
McSween, Alexander, 243, 244
McSween, Susan, 244
Maddux, Robert, 252
Madero, Francisco I. (Mexican
President), 298
Magoffin, Susan Shelby, 232,
quoted, 229, cited, 231
Maguire, James H., reviews,
Wallace Stegner: Man &
Writer, ed. Charles E.
Rankin, 274-75
Malmgren, Peter; quoted, 72-73,
74
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Mangum, Neil C., "The Battle of
Brazito: Reappraising a Lost
and Forgotten Episode in the
Mexican-American War",
217-28
Manuelito, Johnny (Navajo), 330
Mares, E.A. ("Tony"), 10; "Los
Alamos: Coming Down from
the Hill of Certainty", 47-56;
"Once a Man Knew His
Name", 48-49; quoted, 64,
82"
Mares, E.A. ("Tony"), Joseph A.
Schufle, McAllister H. Hull,
Jr., "Science in New Mexico:
Origins and History", 48
Marshall, Howard Wight, Paradise Valley, Nevada: The
People and Buildings of an
American Place, reviewed,
199.
Martinez, Loyda, cited, 76,
quoted, 73-74
Martinez, Oscar 1., U.S.-Mexico
Borderlands: Historical and
Contemporary Perspectives,
reviewed, 199-200
Martin'ez, Robert D., reviews,
The Juan Paez Hurtado
Expedition of 1695: Fraud in
Recruiting Colonists for New
Mexico, by John B. Colligan,
123
A Mary Austin Reader, e'd. Esther
F. Lanigan, reviewed, 203
Marzolf, 1. M. (Chief, Cryptographic Branch, U.S. Army
Air Force), 334
Mathews, Cora, 248, 252,
marriage of, 253
Mathews, Edith Thornton, 247,
250, 252
Mathews, Ernest, 242, 248, 252,
253, cited, 247, 250
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Mathews, LB. "Billy", 239-56,
Mathews, Jim Louis, 240
Mathews, John, 240
Mathews, Josiah, 240
Mathews, Nancy, 240
Mathews, RobertLee, 240
Mathews, Walter, 239
Matthews, Washington, The
Night Chant: A Navaho
Ceremony, reviewed, 119
Mattson, Wayne; quoted, 81-82,
83
Meade, Roger A., 11,25; with
Lillian Hoddeson, Paul W.
Henriksen, and Catherine
Westfall, "Critical Assembly:
A Technical History of Los
Alamos During the
Oppenheimer Years, 19431945," 30
Meed, Douglas V., Texas Wanderlust: The Adventures of
Dutch Wuzbach, reviewed,
364
Mendoza, Gaspar Domingo
(Governor), 16
Mertz, AI, 329
Mescalero Apache Reservation,
159, 166
Mescalero Apaches, 81, 166,
247,248,
Mesilla Valley, NM, 229
Meson Cancer Facility, Los
Alamos, NM, 27
Mesquite, NM, 229, 232
Messervy, William S., 141
Methvin, 1.1., 276-77, Andele,
The Mexican-Kiowa Captive:
A Story of Real Life Among
the Indians, reviewed
Metz, Leon, John Wesley Hardin:
Dark Angel of Texas, reviewed, 284-85
Mexican-American War, 217-38
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Mexican American Youth Organization: The Avant-Garde of
the Chicano Movement in
Texas, by Armando Navarro,
reviewed, 126
Mexico, 26, public feelings
about, 183, U.S. policy
toward, 171-94
Mexico City, 298
Mid-American Conference, news
notes, 215
The Militarization of the U.S.Mexico Border, 1978-1992:
Low-Intensity Conflict
Doctrine Comes Home, by
Timothy 1. Dunn, reviewed,
274
Miller, Mark E., reviews, Andele,
The Mexican-Kiowa Captive:
A Story of Real Life Among
the Indians, by 1.1. Methvin,
276-77
Miller, Vivien, reviews, Linoleum, Better Babies, & the
Modern Farm Woman, 18901930, by Marilyn Irvin Holt,
124
Milner, Clyde A. II, ed., The
Oxford History of the American West, reviewed, 278-79
Milroy, Robert H. (General),
quoted,241
Mirabal, Gloria, quoted, 57, 58
Mitchell, David (Colonel), and
the Battle of Brazito, 222,
223
Molly Spotted Elk: A Penobscot
in Paris, reviewed, 122-23
Moore, 10hn R., reviews, The
Story of Big Bend National
Park, 355-56
Moore, William F., 147, 148
Mora, Anthony, 27
"History in the Atomic Age:
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Clinton Anderson's Service
on the Joint Committee on
Atomic Energy", 30
Mora, NM, 225
Moran, Thomas, 293-296
Morand, Anne, 293-296
Moren, Louis, 253
Morgan, Henry, 156
Morton, William, 245
Moseley, Michael E., reviews,
Narrative of the Incas, by
Juan de Betanzos, translated
and edited Roland Hamilton
and Dana Buchanan, 356-57
"The Motel in America", by John
A. JakIe, Keith A. Sculle,
and Jefferson S. Rogers,
353-54
Mouchette, Michael, 11, 94-106
Mouchette, Michael and Carlos
Vasquez, "Views of the Hill
and Valley: A Photographic
Essay", 89-111
Murphy, John E., 162
Murphy, L.G., 243

Nagasaki, Japan, 28,43,47, 335
Nahkai, James T. (Navajo), 337
Narrative of the Incas, by Juan
de Betanzos, translated and
edited by Roland Hamilton
and Dana Buchanan, 356-57
NASA,80
Nash, Gerald D., ed., Researching Western History: Topics
in the Twentieth Century,
reviewed, 286
National Cowboy Hall of Fame
and Western Heritage Center,
news notes, 291
Navajo Tribal Museum, Window
Rock, AZ, 344
Navarro, Armando, Mexican
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American Youth Organization: The Avant-Garde of the
Chicano Movement in Texas,
reviewed, 126
Newbill, Craig, 11
Newman, Simeon H., 156
New Westers: The West in
Contemporary American
Culture, by Michael 1.
Johnson, reviewed, 206-08
The Night Chant: A Navaho
Ceremony, reviewed, 119
Norton, Hana Samek, 125,
reviews, If You Poison Us:
Uranium and Native Americans, by Peter H. Eichstaedt
Now the Wolf Has Come: The
Creek Nation in the Civil
War, by Christine Schultz
White and Benton R. White,
reviewed, 196
Nunn, Tey Marianna ("Nana"),
reviews, A Shared Space:
Folklife in the ArizonaSonora Borderlands, 205-6,
reviews, Spirit Ascendant:
The Art and Life of Patrocifio
Barela, by Edw~rd Gonzalez
and David 1. Witt, 277-78

Oak Ridge, TN, 25, 28, 43, 44,
80
Oberhelm, James, 40
Ocate Crossing, NM, 147
O'Connor, Carol A., ed., The
Oxford History of the American West, reviewed, 278-79
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